


Vv.1-3: – Satan now 

tries to mimic the Holy Trinity. The first beast he 

brings out of the sea mimics the Son (as Satan copies 

the Father) and gives this beast

his power and throne (Jesus

receiving authority and throne).

The beast becomes an object of

worship (mimics Jesus, in that it

is the object of worship and it

suffers a fatal wound but lives;

just as Jesus is our object of

worship and suffers a fatal

wound (crucifixion) but lives

(resurrection and ascension).



+ The first beast bears 

another mimic of 

the Son, who bears the Divine Name. 

Undoubtedly, this refers to the beast 

claiming to be God and usurping the 

Divine Name; yet, since it is not God, nor 

one of God’s saints, it blasphemes by 

claiming the Divine Name!

+ This beast is distinct from Satan, but 

is under the control of Satan. 



+

– The 

fact that one head was killed 

indicates that any particular 

ruler (kingdom/empire) will not 

remain forever. Rulers will 

come and go! In other words, 

many human powers, at any 

given time, will represent the 

beast. And because of this, 









+ – the beast’s 

blasphemous assault on the Church will be 

intensified at the End, for 

(This refers to Satan’s “little season”
when he is unbound to deceive the nations– cf. 

Rev. 20). Life on earth will be very bad during 

this time: 



There is no middle ground; either you are with 

the Lamb or you are with the beast (Satan). All 

unbelievers, by their denial of Jesus, idolize 

Satan by worshipping the first beast.



God’s Word is clear that the Atonement of Christ 

transcends time– the OT saints were saved through 

faith in the crucified Christ. Though the crucifixion 

took place, in time, its effects are eternal and were 

applied even before the historical event took place. 

The names of the elect have been written in the 

Book of Life from the creation of the world (cf. Rev. 

17:8). Thus, we can say that both the elect and the 

atonement were accomplished facts from the 

creation of the world, from God’s point of view (cf. 

Isa. 55:8, 9); yet, from our point of view, they 

happen in time. Yet, God is outside of time (2 Peter 

3:8).



Vv.11-14: The second beast comes out of the earth – this is a 

parody of the Holy Spirit, for this beast directs worship to the 

first beast, just as the Holy Spirit directs worship to Christ. So 

here we have an evil replication:  DRAGON (FATHER) 1ST 

BEAST (SON) 2ND BEAST (HOLY SPIRIT); an UNHOLY TRINITY!

+ This second beast is 

and unlike the first 

beast. The first beast, 

is external tyranny 

that forces it rule upon people 

and enslaves them.

The second beast is from the 

earth and what it represents 

works from within and among 

people. 



+

This beast has one 

head and two horns. The 

reference to a lamb 

suggests that he acts 

innocently and in meekness 

(cf. Mt 7:15). However, it is 

deceptive since its voice is 

like the dragon, that is, it 

speaks for Satan! This beast 

appears as if it were the 

Christ, but since it speaks 

for the dragon, it is 











(Believers 
in Christ are marked, sealed with the Divine Name 
in baptism).



+



Using the Hebrew numerology of gematria (which 

was a popular way in which Jews and Christians 

could speak against the Roman emperor without 

his knowing), Nero Caesar, which, in Hebrew is rsq
]wrn (neron cesar), comes out to 666 when you add

together the numerical value for

each of the seven Hebrew 

consonants.

Thus, John is told that the ruthless 

Nero Caesar (54 – 68 A.D.), who had 

brought horrific persecution upon 

Christians, was a manifestation of 

the beast. The Christians of John’s 

day would’ve understood this well.



Interestingly, the Greek word for beast, 

when transliterated into Hebrew 

and calculated, also has a numerical 

value of 666. This does not mean that 

Nero is the only manifestation of the 

beast, but only that he was a 

manifestation of the beast at that time.

Satan manifests himself in the form of 

this beast in many and various ways

throughout history. Nero was just one

example. Each generation will witness

further activities of the beast. We see

the activity of the beast in politics and

a plethora of other false practices 

today!






