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Dearly Redeemed In Christ,

God’s Word tells us we need to attend church so we can worship
God with other believers, be educated on His Word for our spiritual
growth, partake of the good gifts of the Means of Grace, and finally,
hear that all our sins are forgiven by the shed blood of the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, your Savior. The early church “…devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42). We should, we must,
follow this model of devotion. Back then, they had no designated
church building, but, “…every day they continued to meet together
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 2:46). Wherever the
meeting takes place, believers thrive on fellowship with other
believers, the teaching of God’s Word, and receiving the Sacrament
of the Altar.
Attendance in Divine Services (and for that matter Education Hour)
is not just a “good suggestion”; it’s God’s will for believers, for
you! The writer of Hebrews says we should, “…not [be] giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging
one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching”
(10:25). Even in the Early Church, some were falling away and

stopped meeting together. We need the encouragement that worship
services and education classes provide. And the approach of the End
Times should prompt us to be even more devoted to going to Church
(and education classes; which, by the way, we are studying the End
Times!).
Church is the place where believers can love one another (1 John
4:12); encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13); “spur” one another to
love and good works (Hebrews 10:24); serve one another (Galatians
5:13); instruct one another (Romans 15:14); honor one another
(Romans 12:10); and be kind and compassionate to one another
(Ephesians 4:32). When a person trusts Jesus for salvation, he or she
is made a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27). For a
church body to function properly, all of its “body parts” need to
be present and working (1 Cor. 12:14–20). It’s not enough to just
attend church; we should be involved, using the spiritual gifts God
has given us (Ephesians 4:11–13).
What is Regular Church Attendance?
Many Christians have countless misconceptions about church
attendance. Once a week, once a month, once every couple of
months, the responses would be as varied as the number of people
that you asked. Sometimes, I wonder if the question really is, “How
often do I need to go to church to keep God happy?” This is a myth.
People view worship as something that they do for God. This error
rips the Gospel out of one’s worship life. Instead, we should view
worship as something that God does for me!
This understanding of God’s service (Gottesdienst) to us is
emphasized in worship services. What’s the first thing we sinners do
in Divine Services? We confess our sins! Throughout our life, we
hate, insult, offend, lust, get angry, lie, cheat and steal. We sin!
Therefore, we need forgiveness! If we are to enter into the presence

of The Holy and Just God, our sin must be forgiven. In fact, it is this
need for forgiveness that drives us into His presence.
When we confess our sins in Divine Service, God’s called and
ordained servant declares to you the gracious forgiveness of all your
sins. Jesus told His disciples, “If you forgive anyone his sins, they
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven”
(John 20:23). When God’s servant forgives your sins they are really
forgiven! God comes to you through His servant and lifts the terrible
burden of your guilt. This why Christians go to Church!!!
Another delusion that I hear about worship is that we come, mainly,
to offer songs and prayers of thanks and praise. This is true, to a
degree; yet it’s not the main focus. We don’t come to say something
to God, but to listen to what He has to say to us and receive what He
comes to give to us! Therefore, the second focus of Divine Service
is the Word of God and the Sacraments.
Every Sunday His Word is read and a sermon is delivered on a
particular text. Jesus said to His disciples, “He who listens to you
listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me
rejects him who sent me” (Luke 10:16). We come to Church to listen to
God speak to us through His messenger. In the Law, God reveals our
sins to us. He shows us that we fall short of His glory and deserve
eternal death. But via His sweet Gospel, He tells you that He loves
you so much that He sacrificed Jesus, His Only-Begotten Son, to
save you from hell. Once again, God comes to you with the
forgiveness that Jesus won on the cross – for you! This He
proclaims and serves to you in His Body and Blood! This why
Christians go to Church!!!
What is regular church attendance? Regular attendance is taking
advantage of every opportunity that God gives you to hear His
Word, to receive absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. Our need and
desire for the forgiveness that Jesus won on the cross motivates us

to seek every opportunity to partake of Word and Sacrament. It is
any wonder why the writer of the book of Hebrews (10:25) urges us
to meet together?
My earnest prayer for each of you is that you attend Divine Services
and Education Hour every Lord’s Day! It’s for your Eternal Benefit!
Your Servant In Christ,
Pastor Patterson

Saints and Commemorations we celebrate in Sept.
September 1: Joshua
September 2: Hannah - mother of Samuel
September 3: Gregory the Great - Pastor
September 4: Moses
September 5: Zacharias and Elizabeth
September 14: Holy Cross Day
September 16: Cyprian of Carthage - Pastor and Martyr
September 21: St. Matthew - Apostle and Evangelist
September 22: Jonah
September 29: St. Michael and All Angels
September 30: Jerome - Translator of Holy Scripture

Church Prayers-Pray for One another, especially:
Gayle Rathbone, Heather Crafton’s mother, recuperating at home
from heart surgery
Mrs. Janice Patterson, Pastor’s mother, COPD and other health
challenges
Randy Vonderheid, health challenges
Patty Krueger, Barry’s wife, cancer
Kathi, Kari’s sister, Relapsing Remitting MS
Judith, Dr. Hein’s sister
Pastor and Eunice Schaibley

Our active duty military and their families:

GySgt Kyle Chase, USMC, Salt Lake City, UT
SSG Jordan Etchells, USA, Boise, Idaho
SPC Tony Swenson, USA, Fort Carson, CO
C/2C Frederick Heidt, USAFA, class of 2022
C/3C Matthew Mansoor, USAFA, class of 2023
Special prayers for SFC Benjamin Kueter and his family: Shannon,
Maddy, Greg, Paxton
and Arry.
Ben left for deployment
on Friday, Aug. 27,
2021. His absence will
be felt by all of us at
SSLC where he is an
enthusiastic and devoted
member.

Sept. 6
Sept. 16
Sept. 20

Al and Marlene Schmidt

Greg and Sarah Koch
Barry and Patty Krueger

Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Sept. 13
Sept. 15

Ron Dodge
Jim Ross
Tiffany Ochsner
Darrell Root

August visitors

The photo is of Rev. Nathaniel Jensen and his wife, Emma. He
has been called to be the Ordained Servant at Kaiserslautern
Evangelical Lutheran Church (KELC) at Kaiserslautern,
Germany. He is to be installed either the first or second Sunday
of November, 2021. He visited us to establish a relationship with
us in regard to military outreach. As we may have military
members and their families who are or will be worshipping with
us, if they are re-assigned to Germany, we may recommend that
they worship at KELC. Additionally, in the event that military
members move to COS, they will know that SSLC will be ready to
serve them.

Church Music You May Hear in The Service During the Seasons of
The Church Year
Write-ups for your enjoyment and edification of the church music you hear
By Hannah Swenson

We have now entered into the non-festival half of the church year, or the
ordinary time. During this time of the church year, one may hear a
variety of church music from hymn tune preludes reflecting the hymns
that day in service, to preludes reflecting on hymns that may not be sung
that day in service but that also reflect that day’s themes, to other types
of pieces fit for the church service. So, this month we look at music of
the ordinary time:
“Prelude and Fugue in C minor”
A Prelude and Fugue by Johann Sebastian Bach
Johann Sebastian Bach was a prolific composer of music, including
more than his organ compositions. For Bach, the purpose of music was
the glorification of God, and even in many of his secular works, one can
find images pointing to his faith. To this end, while not written for direct
sacred use, Bach may argue all his music has sacred aspects and purpose
in life.
Prelude and Fugue in C minor is part of Bach’s youthful period,
catalogued as BWV 549, and probably written when he was 18 or 20
years old. This piece is said to be not as well-crafted as his later works,
and is almost arrogant in some sections. Yet, the piece is still a filled
with Bach’s brilliant counterpoint abilities and plenty of difficulty. The
prelude begins with an ominous pedal solo. Its mordents and three note
figure in the open measures foreshadow the later writing of the famous
Toccata and Fugue in D minor, BWV 565. The manuals then enter at the
conclusion of this solo, lightening the mood with a brighter registration,
while the pedal shifts to mainly long tones underlying the motion of the
manual voices. The manuals begin creating a rather stately character

while not entirely losing the foreboding direction set forth by the pedal
solo. The fugue section begins with a single voice modestly stating the
fugue subject, and proceeds to add voices, yet still maintains a rather
thin texture, until later in the piece when the texture becomes fuller and
more active. Yet, even after the texture becomes busier, Bach will thin
the texture out to lighter voicing before building again. Oddly enough,
while the prelude began with a pedal solo, the pedal does not enter until
near the very end of the fugue. When it does enter, it plays the fugue
subject with syncopated chords over top. The fugue then ends with a
cadenza in the manuals after an arrogantly rolled C minor chord.
As my series of articles comes to close, my hope for you is that you
continue to appreciate the rich music of the church, both in its hymnody,
as well as the preludes, offertories, and postludes that one hears
throughout the service. I also hope that one found pleasure, joy, and
informative writing throughout my series to better reflect upon church
music.
Blessings in Christ: Hannah Swenson

Thank you, Hannah, for your informative articles. We are
grateful to you for sharing your knowledge about and insights
on Church music.

STEVEN A. HEIN

DEATH: ONE OF LIFE’S CERTAINTIES

We all know the old saying: There is nothing more certain in life than
death and taxes.

Reflecting on this adage, the popular view is that taxes are always with
us, but death is future, something we anticipate unfavorably at some
point up the way. As to what physical death brings, there is a basic
divergence of belief. The naturalistic view is that human beings are
merely biological creatures and physical death marks the end of one’s
existence. In death, you are no more. The old beer commercial expressed
a sentiment flowing from this view: You only go around once in life so
grab for all the gusto you can. Another in the same vein is the familiar
advice: Eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die.
Christianity is not sympathetic with this view. It regards human
existence as forever. Life has a beginning at conception but has no end.
Physical death is just a passage to another realm of existence beyond the
grave. That existence may be quite wonderful or a real nightmare
depending on how you relate to your Maker, the author of life and death.
While understanding your tax burden can sometimes be difficult to
determine, the Scriptures are quite clear about our death burden which is
understood in a two-fold sense.
Yes, they use the term death in the popular sense of the cessation of
physical life as in the report, “Joseph died, being 110 years” (Genesis
50: 26). As a judgement on Adam’s sin, God cursed the ground and all
that comes from it. As our bodies come from the ground, so they shall
return (Genesis 3: 17, 19). Moreover, the curse of the ground has
brought toil, tears, and hardship to our temporal existence. Our days in
this fallen world are numbered by the Author of life and death. He gives
life, and he takes it away (Job 1: 21). This is both a judgement of sin and
an act of mercy by our Creator and Redeemer. We do not have to endure
the pain and suffering of this fallen existence forever, just for a little
while.

Using a more profound sense of the term, death, God’s warned Adam
that in the day that he should eat of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, he would surely die (Genesis 2: 17). His wife also, and we
know the tragic story. At the Devil's suggestion (through the serpent),
Eve chose to believe (falsely) that she could become like God; selfgoverned and in control of her own existence (Gen. 3:5-6a). No longer
trusting God, her depraved desire longed to be the master of her own
life. Motivated by this rebellious and perverted goal, she ate of the
forbidden fruit. Notice how her fall into sin did not begin with external
behavior. It began in her mind and heart. Her corrupted beliefs, desires,
and then motives led to her sinful external behavior. Eve's death to sin
was caused by her rebellion against God and distrust of His Word and
these realities occurred before she ever got to the tree.
Adam acted on his own lack of trust and idolatry as he joined in Eve's
rebellion. From Eve’s disobedience, he could stand with God or his wife,
but not both. Adam refused to trust in God, and in rebellion he chose to
make his wife his ultimate concern. From that idolatrous commitment,
he also partook of the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3: 6b). Their rebellion
and lack of faith corrupted the spiritual and personal dimensions of their
human nature resulting in the destruction of their original righteousness.
In other words, they died, and the term death describes the condition of
being unrighteous and alienated from our Maker.
The Apostle Paul explained to the Romans the dire consequences of
Adam’s fall. “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned” (Romans 5: 12). This means that the root of sin is death, and it
now reigns in all descended from Adam. Consequently, all born of Adam
are under God’s condemnation (Romans 5: 17-18, 21). All have
inherited death from the moment of our conception (Psalm 51: 5). This
means that we sin because we are sinners, not the other way around.
From the fall of Adam, humans have been brought into the world with a
compulsive rebellion against God. We would love and trust any other
person or thing in life but Him for our own well-being.
Our inherited dead condition is characterized by alienation, loneliness,
moral and spiritual bankruptcy, loss of identity, and meaningless

existence. Luther described this as a bondage to sin that includes an
imprisoned slavish love of ourselves. This does not mean that we cannot
love others or do anything right. Rather again as Luther emphasized in
his catechisms, it means that we are incapable of ordering our life and
our loves around an all-embracing fear, love, and trust in God. Our loves
have become disordered and flow from selfish human pride that places
the self at the center of reality. Distorted love and sinful pride have
imprisoned us in death.
The Good News is that in this deeper sense of death, the Scriptures
declare that Jesus died for our sins. “The wages of sin is death” (Romans
6: 23), meaning separation and alienation from God. This is what Jesus
experienced on the cross around the nineth hour when he quoted Psalm
22:1: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me” (Matthew 27: 46).
Again, the Apostle Paul explained, “God made him who knew no sin to
become sin for us so that we might become the righteousness of God” (II
Corinthians 5: 21). As Augustine commented on Psalm 51.1 (WSA III/
17, p. 14): “For in dying Christ became death's slayer, and death died in
him rather than he in death” Out of the death that Jesus died to sin, we
have received life by faith in him. Life, in this sense, means a restored
loving fellowship with our Maker and Redeemer. The Apostle John
declared: “He who has the Son has life, he who does not have the Son
does not have life” (I John 5: 12).
About our death problem we can lament with the Apostle Paul:
“Wretched man that I am. Who will deliver us from this body of death?”
(Romans 7: 24). But then we can also rejoice with him: “Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! . . . . There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 7: 25a, 8: 1).
So, about our death problem, we can either die to sin with the crucified
Christ in our baptism (Romans 6: 3-11) and live, or we can just die.
There is no other choice and of that we can be certain.
********************

A smile from our wandering friend……

We bought these in Georgia. I shall eat each one in your honor. MoonPies
were invented in 1917 by the Chattanooga Bakery as a snack for coal
miners. (If you’re not careful you learn something every day!) !
Gary (& Evie)
Ed. Note: Gary has a weakness for Moon Pies (and chocolate chip
cookies).When the move to Florida was announced, it was noted
that Moon Pies might not be available in Florida so he should reconsider this
move. Alas….this was not to be!!!!
The Laws are safely in Florida and have started making their new home there.

A summer cactus beauty
Photo taken by Larry Groggel on one of his
summer walks
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Shepherd of the Springs has a new and improved website. Many thanks to Nina
Kuberski. Check it out: www.sslc-cos.org

