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Lent! Again!

Dear fellow Redeemed in Christ Jesus, 

On February 22, 2023, we will begin the season of Lent.  Or, 
will we?  Yes, we’ll bring out the ashes on Ash Wednesday; 
and, yes, we’ll pull out the purple paraments; and, yes, we’ll 
have Midweek Vesper Services; and, yes, we’ll hear all of the 
familiar readings, including the Passion, as the season 
progresses.  Rest assured, we will observe Lent at Shepherd of 
the Springs! 

Yet, will we observe Lent?  Will you?  Will I?  Or, will we just 
go through the motions?  The holy and penitential season of 



Lent beckons us, dearly beloved, but will we heed its call?  Will 
we accept its invitation to truly examine ourselves, to do some 
soul-searching and analyze how we’re doing in relation to 
God’s commandments?  Will we seize the opportunity this 
season provides for us to recognize more deeply our need for 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?  Will we heed its call to 
amend our sinful lives and re-dedicate ourselves to the faith we 
confess? 

These are pointed questions, to be sure, but they are questions 
each one of us should be asking ourselves.  You see, Lent is 
faithful.  It will not let us down.  It comes every year and 
provides us with the same opportunity to do some much 
needed spiritual heart-cleaning.  But, it will do us no good if we 
do not seize the opportunity it provides.  It will avail us 
nothing if we just go through the motions.  So, how do we seize 
the Lenten opportunity?  Well, the answer to that question will 
be different for each one of us as we examine ourselves and 
identify our spiritual shortcomings.  

Please allow me to suggest a list of things that you would do 
well to think and pray about: 

1.  Church attendance - Obviously, attending Church where 
the Lord comes to be in your presence and give you His gifts 
through Word and Sacrament should be your highest 
priority!  Is it?  Do you attend as often as you possibly can? 



2.  Bible Study - This is another obvious one, for all 
Christians know the importance of being in the Word of 
God. Or, at least, you should!  Are you in the Word as often 
as you should be? 

3.  Prayer/Devotional Life - How is your prayer and 
devotional life going?  Do you reserve time each day to spend 
with your Lord and Redeemer? 

4.  Attention in Church - When attending Divine Service, do 
you strive to pay attention to the Word in the liturgy, hymns, 
readings, and sermon; or are you guilty of simply going 
through the motions? 

5.  Confession - Do you strive to confess your faith in word 
and deed, or do you forget that you are a Christian between 
Sundays?  Have you considered the great gift of Individual 
Confession and Absolution?  I am available to lead and guide 
you is this valuable gift! 

6.  Striving against sin - Are there certain sins that seem to 
have control over you?  Do you struggle against them and 
strive to defeat them, or do you simply throw in the towel 
and indulge them?  Please re-read item 5! 

Dearly Beloved, this short list is, by no means, exhaustive, but 
it’s a good start.  The holy and penitential season of Lent 
provides us with an opportunity to look at these areas of our 
spiritual lives, examine how well we’re doing and, most 



importantly, to strive to improve where we are lacking. I know 
there are many areas in which I have much room for 
improvement! 

It is my sincere hope and prayer that each one of us would 
truly observe Lent this year!  That we would not just let it 
come and go, but embark on the spiritual journey it invites us 
to take.  It is only as we truly examine ourselves that we will 
come to appreciate more deeply the salvific work our Lord and 
Savior Jesus, the Christ,  did to atone for our sins; and then, 
motivated by that awesome Gospel, strive to lead godly lives.  
Lent provides us with this opportunity.  Will you seize it?  I 
pray you will! 

In His (and Your) Service,   
Pastor Patterson  

Soli Deo Glori 
 



 

Members 
Jill Damec 
Sam Judson 
Darrell Root 
Doug Schmidt 

Jan. 28, Marlene Schmidt fell and broke her hip.  She is currently in 
the hospital facing hip surgery.  Our prayers for a complete and swift 
recovery, Marlene.   

Military 
Captain Rob Landers (USAF) (Barry’s 
Son-in-Law) 
2LT Frederick Heidt (USAF) 
Sergeant First Class (USA) Benjamin 
Kueter 
Gunnery Sergeant (USMC) Kyle Chase 
(Dale & Kari’s Nephew) 
Sergeant First Class (USA) Jordan 
Etchells (Dale & Kari’s Son) 

The two USAFA Cadets: 
Cadet Alexander (4th year); 
Cadet Matthew (3rd year) 

Family Members 
Eunice Schaibley (Former Pastor’s 
Wife) 
Patty Krueger (Barry’s Wife) 
Kathi Chase (Kari’s Sister) 
Janice Patterson and Mark Patterson 
(Pastor’s Mother and Brother) 

Relocation completed 
Cherie and Sam Penwell  have sold their Colorado Springs home 
and have relocated successfully to Rio Rico, AZ to be with their 

daughter.  



February Church Calendar 

Sundays  
Divine Service 9:00AM 
Bible Study 10:30 AM 

Open to all  

02-05  Septuagesima    Workers in the Vineyard Sunday 
02-12  Sexagesima       The Sower and the Seeds Sunday 

02-18  9:00 a.m.           Men of the Springs 

02-19 Quinquagesima   Follow Christ Sunday 
      Quarterly Voters’ Meeting after Bible Study 

02-22  7:00 p.m.           Ash Wednesday Divine Service 

02-26           1st Sunday in Lent              
       (Invocabit)Temptation 

 



Valentine spotlight… 
 1 Corinthians 16:14 - 

Let all that you do be done in love. 

Residents & staff at Brookdale Broadmoor got pampered by 
Shannon Kueter and her merry band of Mary Kay volunteers.  

“Our hands are soft and our hearts are full. Thank you for 
spoiling us!” 



 02-09  Jeff Patterson 
 02-12 Nina Kuberski 

Saints and Commemorations we celebrate in February 
February 02: The Purification of Mary and the Presentation of Our Lord 
February 05: Jacob (Israel) - Patriarch 
February 10: Silas - Fellow worker of St. Peter & St. Paul 
February 13: Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos - companions & co-worker of   
St.Paul 
February 14: St. Valentine - Martyr 
February 15: Philemon & Onesimus - friends of St.Paul 
February 16: Philipp Melanchthon - Confessor & friend of Martin Luther 
February 18: Dr. Martin Luther - Confessor 
February 23: St. Polycarp of Smyrna - Pastor & Martyr 
February 24: St. Matthias - Apostle 

Saint celebration for February 
Submitted by Gary Law 

In February we could discuss several famous saints: Dr. Martin 
Luther, who died on February 18th, or the martyr St. Valentine (made 
famous by romantics, card, candy, and flower companies), or Philipp 
Melanchthon, friend of Martin Luther and apologist for Lutheran 
doctrine.  

But we will look at the pastor and martyr, St. Polycarp of Smyrna 
whose death we remember on February 23rd. 



Polycarp was born around 69 AD. As a disciple of St. John the apostle 
he was a link between the apostolic and patristic (early church 
fathers) historic periods. He was made bishop of Smyrna in Asia 
Minor and was apparently a man of gentle and kind spirit who had 
devoted himself to the Scriptures. He combated various heretical 
sects, including the gnostics. He also stressed the importance of the 
Apostle Paul as a primary authority of the church. 

He was martyred at the age of 86 on February 23rd, 155 AD during 
one of the many “on again, off again” persecutions. When he refused 
to renounce Christianity and offer incense to the emperor he was 
condemned as a criminal. He was taken to the Roman amphitheater 
in Smyrna and burned at the stake, stabbed with a spear, and his 
body was mutilated. His remains were denied to his followers for 
burial. He is reported to have prayed he was “happy to have been 
found worthy to be counted among the martyrs, I am a fat and 
acceptable sacrifice.” 

Early Christians found encouragement in such bold witnesses as 
Polycarp and saw martyrdom as much triumph as tragedy. His life 
and death were an inspiration and example. He gave his earthly life 
for Christ but gained eternal life. God allows the death of His saints 
not because he is helpless or indifferent, but because these deaths are 
a powerful declaration of the Gospel, bring glory to His name, and 
build up His church. As Tertullian states in his Apology 50 (c. 200 
AD): “The blood of Christians is seed.” 

 



 

Darrell Root is the featured Shepherd 
of the Springs Church member this month.   
Always willing to lend a helping hand, 
Darrell enthusiastically participates in all 
aspects of Church life.   

Colorado Springs born and raised, Darrell Root is the third 
child in a family of four children:  an older sister, older 
brother and younger brother.  So get-togethers with extended 
family happen often and with great joy!  Darrell is especially 
attentive to his younger brother, Dale, who suffers from 
Downs Syndrome.  Frequently, Darrell brings Dale to Divine 
Service to hear God’s word.   

Many years ago, SSLC members invited Darrell to a 5 day 
workshop taught by Dr. Hein. At this workshop, he heard a 
deeper meaning of Christianity and Lutheranism. After 
attending the workshop, he decided to become a member of 
Shepherd of the Springs.  

Darrell is committed to attending Divine Service and 
Education Hour.  He values especially the opportunity to ask 



questions and to ask for clarification directly from the Pastor. 
He continually seeks to understand and interpret God’s word.  
Now that his work schedule as a Radiographer/Radiologic 
Technologist allows him to attend Church regularly, he has 
accepted the responsibility of being a Church Lector and 
secretary of the congregation.   

Darrell has a full and busy life that includes an interest in 
science fiction movies and video games; going out to a 
shooting range occasionally, and a new hobby of Couples 
Dancing.  He has learned Country 2 Step and West Coast 
Swing and admits to enjoying class more now that his feet 
know those dances! 

Most of all, God’s word is a priority in Darrell’s life and he 
takes the time to hear it, understand it, and live his life 
according to it.   



 

Something NEW!
Want to commemorate or congratulate and praise God? 
Check with Kari Etchells and sign up to bring flowers for 
Sunday Divine Services.  Sign up sheet is on the Narthex 
bulletin board.  Thank you! 



   

Thy Strong Word 
Compiled by Evelyn Law 

Martin H. Franzmann (1907-1976) wrote “Thy Strong 
Word” (LSB #578) for a specific event at the request of 
Walter E. Buszin (1889-1973). While Dr. Buszin was a 
professor at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, he was a 
colleague, friend, and neighbor of Dr. Franzmann. He had 
encountered the tune “Ebenezer” and enthusiastically touted 
its potential for a hymn. Thomas J. Williams (1869-1944), a 
Baptist Welshman, composed “Ebenezer” in 1896 and 
published it in 1897. 

Dr. Buszin prevailed upon Dr. Franzmann to write a text to 
the tune, relating it to the work and mission of the Seminary, 
with the intention of using it at the Seminary commencement 
ceremony in 1955. Dr. Franzmann elected to base the text on 
the Seminary’s motto: Light from above (see Matthew 4:16). 
The hymn was initially comprised of only four stanzas. It 
was first sung during a chapel service in October 1954 at 
which Dr. Buszin preached. 



At some point, Dr. Buszin observed the hymn would not be 
long enough for a commencement processional. He also 
suggested that additional text should have a Cross emphasis. 
Dr. Franzmann responded with the stanza “From the cross 
Thy wisdom shining,” originally placing it third after “Lo, 
on those who dwelt in darkness.” He added the closing 
doxology stanza in 1959. 

“Thy Strong Word” was sung as a processional hymn at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, commencement exercises 
every year from 1955 to 1997 and several times thereafter. 
As prayed in this hymn, may God’s Light fill our songs with 
alleluias, alleluias without end! 

Left below: Walter E. Buszin,   Right below: Martin H. Franzmann 



Every Sunday, refreshments are served 
between Divine Service and Bible Study.   
Listed below are the coordinators for 
February Sundays.  Additional help is 
welcome.  

If you would like to help with a Sunday, please coordinate 
with Carol Ross.     

Everyone helps to clean up AFTER Bible Study.    

For February Sundays 

         Feb. 5   Heather Crafton 
Feb. 12  Jill Damec 

  Feb. 19   Sue Groggel 
Feb. 26  Carol Ross 

 

Begin Weds. March 1, 2023 at 6:00 
Please coordinate with Carol if you can bring a soup. 



 

We love because he first loved us. - 1 John 4:19 

This newsletter is a publication of the Shepherd of the Springs Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod   
Where the Lutheran Reformation lives!  
Rev. Jeff Patterson-Pastor@sslc-cos.org (719) 396-4710  
Dr. Steven A. Hein-Deacon-Steven Hein <heinsteven@ix.netcom.com> (719) 338-7891  

Location: 6755 Earl Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80918  
Website: www.sslc-cos.org  

Reminder, if you’re unable to attend in person, watch live or later, on Facebook.  
www.sslc- cos.org will get you there and also has a link for your offering.  

Please direct corrections, comments, questions to Sue Groggel at shkodani@gmail.com

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/4-19.html

