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Dearly Redeemed In Christ,
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The Season of Lent is nearly here! On Wednesday,
March 3, 2022, is Ash Wednesday and beginning of the Season of Lent.
So then, may I briefly outline the historical importance of Lent and then
close with a number of liturgical points that you’ll see during our
observance of Lent.
The modern 40 day observance (less Sundays) of Lent is the product of
long development in the history of the Church. It’s very important for us to
remember that our Sunday worship services are “in” Lent; not “of” Lent.
Therefore, Sundays during Lent are designed to draw our attention to the
mission of the Church and to encourage our continued trust in Jesus
Christ.
The early Church, developing in a time of persecution, used the annual
Pascha (Passover) as a final preparation for baptismal candidates. They
were required to fast and attend classes in Scriptural teachings and the
doctrines of the Church. The fast lasted 40 days, reflecting the importance
of the 40 day period in various Scriptural accounts. Examinations of the
candidates were held, beginning on the third Wednesday of Lent and
lasting until Holy Saturday.
When Constantine issued the Edict of Toleration (313) and Christianity
emerged from its underground status, membership preparation became

more relaxed and this preparation period for new members was extended
for all Christians. Toward the end of the 7th century, the 4 days from Ash
Wednesday to Invocabit (First Sunday in Lent) were added. The Pre-Lent
period beginning with Septuagesima also came to be seen as a preparation
period for Lent.
The intent of the Lenten season was not to extend contemplation of the
sufferings of our Savior for the full 40 day period. Instead, the emphasis of
the first part of Lent, Ash Wednesday to Judica (Fifth Sunday in Lent), is
to prepare believers for the celebration of Easter by a call to repentance
and faith; then Passiontide considers the Scriptural basis for our Savior’s
sacrifice; then Holy Week, which focuses on our suffering Savior. At
various times throughout history, Christians have been reminded that the
purpose of Lent is not to dwell on the sufferings of the Savior but rather to
prepare themselves for a blessed celebration of His resurrection.
In both the Eastern and Western Churches, Sundays were excluded from
the Lenten observance, being regarded rather as “little Easters” or
celebrations of the Resurrection. Evolving customs in the Church,
however, have in recent times allowed the Lenten emphasis to influence
the Sundays as well, especially in the Western Church.
Thusly, you have noticed that during Pre-Lent and continuing throughout
the Season of Lent, we omit The Gloria in Excelsis and Alleluias (with a
minor except on Laetare, the Fourth Sunday in Lent); purple is the proper
color, and hymns become more and more somber. As we move “deeper”
into Lent, beginning with Passiontide (Judica through Good Friday) we
will not sing the Gloria Patri; you will also notice that organ music will
become more restricted. These periods of silence are important, as they
assist you in your focus upon your sin, repentance, and the death and
resurrection of your Lord Jesus. Additionally, the liturgical color changes
from purple to scarlet.

The ancient custom of covering all crosses and crucifixes from Ash
Wednesday through Holy Saturday remains meaningful; therefore, you
will see that all crosses will be draped. And our Lenten Midweek Vesper
services will follow the same Lenten regimen. The austerity of Lent is
meant to remind you of the severity of your sin; for there is no beauty in
our sin.
Lastly, may the words of Hymn 451:3, be of special emphasis for you
during this Lenten Season:
Ye who think of sin but lightly
Nor suppose the evil great
Here may view its nature rightly,
Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the Sacrifice appointed,
See who bears the awful load;
’Tis the WORD, the LORD’S ANOINTED,
Son of Man and Son of God.
Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Patterson
Soli Deo Gloria

Saints and Commemorations we celebrate in March
March 07: Perpetua and Felicitas - Martyrs
March 17: St. Patrick - Missionary to Ireland
March 19: St. Joseph - Guardian of Jesus
March 25: The Annunciation of Our Lord (Luke 1:26-38)
March 31: Joseph - Patriarch

SSLC Schedule for Lent (March-April)
Wed, Mar 2:

Ash Wednesday Divine Service. 7:00PM

Sun, Mar 6:

First Sunday in Lent (Invocabit) (9:00AM)

*Wed, Mar 9:
Sun, Mar 13:

*Wed, Mar 16:
Sat, Mar 19:
Sun, Mar 20:

*Wed, Mar 23:
Sun, Mar 27:

*Wed, Mar 30:

Vespers a. Invocabit (7 p.m.)
Second Sunday in Lent (Reminiscere) (9:00AM)

Vespers a. Reminiscere (7 p.m.)
Men of the Springs (9 a.m)
Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi) (9:00AM)

Vespers a. Oculi (7 p.m.)
Fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetare) (9:00AM)

Vespers a. Laetare (7 p.m.)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Sun, Apr 3:

*Wed, Apr 6:

Fifth Sunday in Lent (Judica) (9:00AM)

Vespers a. Judica (7 p.m.)

Sun, Apr 10:

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion (Palmarum)

Thu, Apr 14:
Fri, Apr 15:
Sat, Apr 16:

Holy Thursday (Part I – Holy Triduum) (7 p.m.)
Good Friday (Part II – Holy Triduum) (7 p.m.)
Vigil of Easter (Part III – Holy Triduum) (7 p.m.)

***Sun, Apr 17:

The Resurrection of Our Lord (9:00AM)

*Weds. before each Lenten Vesper service (excludes Ash Weds.),
please gather at 6:00PM for a simple supper.
See Heather Crafton for details

*** Easter morning breakfast-Details next month

Church Members
Marlene and Doug Schmidt
Military
Captain Rob Landers (USAF) (Barry’s Son-in-Law)
Sergeant First Class (USA) Benjamin Kueter (deployed)
Gunnery Sergeant (USMC) Kyle Chase (Kari’s Nephew)
Sergeant First Class (USA) Jordan Etchells (Dale & Kari’s Son)
The three USAFA Cadets: Cadet Fred (4th year); Cadet
Alexander (3rd year); Cadet Matthew (3nd year)
Family Members
Judith Taylor (Dr. Hein’s Sister) (Illness)
Rev. & Eunice Schaibley (Former Pastor ) (Illness)
Patty Krueger (Barry’s wife) (Illness)
Kathi Chase (Kari’s sister) (Illness)
Janice Patterson (Pastor’s Mother) (Illness)
A gift of a 53-volume set of Luther’s Works was made by Marlene
Schmidt’s sister, Ruth. This collection was her husband, Don’s,
who recently passed away.
SSLC is grateful for this thoughtful contribution to its library.

PASTOR’S QUARTERLY REPORT
(October 2021 – February 2022)
Member Visits: 20
Inactive & Non-Member Visits: 2
Hospital Visit/Nursing Center Visits: 2
Private Communion: 3
Funeral: 1 (Mr. Alfred Paul Schmidt, 1/27/22)
Elders/Council: 2
Circuit Meeting(s): 3
UPCOMING SERVICES/MEETINGS/EVENTS
(2nd Qtr, 2022):
Sun, Feb 20:
Sun, Feb 27:

Sexagesima
Voters’ Assembly
Quinquagesima

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Wed, Mar 2:
Sun, Mar 6:
Tue, Mar 8:
Wed, Mar 9:
Sun, Mar 13:
Wed, Mar 16:
Sat, Mar 19:
Sun, Mar 20:
Wed, Mar 23:
Sun, Mar 27:
Wed, Mar 30:

Ash Wednesday Divine Service
First Sunday in Lent (Invocabit)
Circuit Meeting (@ Family of Christ) (9 a.m.)
Vespers a. Invocabit (7 p.m.)
Second Sunday in Lent (Reminiscere)
Vespers a. Reminiscere (7 p.m.)
Men of the Springs (9 a.m)
Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi)
Vespers a. Oculi (7 p.m.)
Fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetare)
Vespers a. Laetare (7 p.m.)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Sun, Apr 3:
Wed, Apr 6:
Sun, Apr 10:
Tue, Apr 12:

Fifth Sunday in Lent (Judica)
Vespers a. Judica (7 p.m.)
Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion (Palmarum)
Circuit Meeting (@ Faith, Buena Vista)

Thu, Apr 14: Holy Thursday (Part I – Holy Triduum) (7 p.m.)
Fri, Apr 15: Good Friday (Part II – Holy Triduum) (7 p.m.)
Sat, Apr 16: Men of the Springs (9 a.m.)

Sat. Apr. 16: Vigil of Easter (Part III – Holy Triduum) (7 p.m.)
Sun, Apr 17: The Resurrection of Our Lord
Sun, Apr 24:

Second Sunday of Easter (Quasimodo Geniti)(W)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Sun, May 1:
Mon-Wed:
(2-4 May)
Sat, May 7:
Sun, May 8:

Sun, May 15:
Sat, May 21:

Third Sunday of Easter (Misericordias Domini)(W)
Tri-Circuit Conference at Alamosa, CO
Voters’ Planning Meeting (10 a.m.) (T)
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Jubilate)(W)
Mother’s Day
Fifth Sunday of Easter (Cantate)(W)
Voters’ Assembly
Men of the Springs (9 a.m.)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

3-25 Sam Penwell
Congratulations to Maddie Kueter who
played several roles in Mesa Ridge High
School’s original production of
Happily Ever Never

Many thanks to Dr. Hein for leading a special SSLC tour of the
National Museum of WWII Aviation on Sat. Feb. 19. Nine
church members attended. The history and stories behind the
many airplanes on display was fascinating.
The aviation tour was followed by a fun, tasty Korean lunch
guided by Yong Patterson. Thank you, Yong.

Martin Luther, Of Course
(Compiled by Gary and Evelyn Law)

No series of articles about hymnists would be complete without discussing
Martin Luther (1483-1546). He is considered to be the Father of Protestant
church music and the creator of the Lutheran hymnal. However, he
promoted songbooks not only as liturgical books, but also as books for
home and school.
Part of Luther’s formal education was mastering music theory and the art
of musical composition. He also learned to play the lute. He considered
music to be a key subject in any school.
He wrote 36 hymn texts and/or melodies. Twenty-seven of his hymns
appear in our Lutheran Service Book (LSB), including two versions of “A
Mighty Fortress” (LSB #656 and #657). LSB #657 features a setting by
Johann Sebastian Bach. Besides hymns that proclaim the gospel, he also
composed catechetical hymns. (See LSB #406, 407, 581, 766, and 954.)
It is generally assumed that the first song Luther wrote was not a hymn for
liturgical use but was a ballad. The ballad tells about the martyrdom of
two monks from the Antwerp Augustinian monastery, Henricus Vos and
Johannes van den Esschen (see NOTE below). These two men were the
first martyrs of the Reformation. They were burned alive in Brussels on
July 1, 1523. Luther’s ballad was an ode thanking and praising God for
these two monks. The tone is joyful and optimistic, proclaiming the
Gospel of God’s grace in Christ Jesus.

Luther said that music was a gift from God, not an invention of
humankind. Therefore, he believed that music drives out evil spirits,
dispels sorrow and gloom, creates a cheerful mind, and refreshes the spirit.
He cites the example of David banishing King Saul’s evil mood through
music.
He considered music an instrument of preaching. He thought hymns
should be written for the people in the vernacular so that the Word of God
could be among the people through music. He thought everyone should
sing in church. He translated Latin hymns into German and set Psalms to
music so that they could be sung during worship.
In 1620 a Jesuit named Conzenius wrote, “Luther’s hymns have destroyed
more souls than his writings and lectures,” meaning his songs impacted
people more than his published works and sermons.
Luther is buried at Castle Church Wittenberg, and “A Mighty Fortress” is
the epitaph on his tomb.
(NOTE: The ballad is called “A New Song of the Two Martyrs of Christ
Burned in Brussels by the Sophists of Louvain.”)
A mighty fortress is our God,
a bulwark never failing;
our helper he, amid the flood
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
does seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great,
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Topographically

High in Florida!

Attached is a picture of us and the view from Sugarloaf Mountain
(yes, they call this bump a mountain), the highest elevation on the
Florida peninsula. It’s the 5th highest point in Florida at 312 feet.
The “summit” is surrounded by houses and if you look closely at
the pasture behind us you can see indications that horses are kept
there. Next stop - the beach.
Gary & Evelyn

Coming this June 6—10, 2022

In Niwot, CO

The Space Trilogy
(Ransom Trilogy)
By C.S. Lewis

Exciting Stories in the
Tradition of Myth
for Adults
-with a twist-

With Dr. Steven A. Hein, Director
The Concordia Institute for Christian Studies
And
Great discussions with Christians from across the country
Dr. Steven A. Hein
For more information contact Dr. Hein at
heinsteven@ix.netcom.com

From: The LCMS Office of Pastoral Education
Do you know any young man who would make a great pastor? How about
someone who would be a great Lutheran school teacher, deaconess or
DCE? Jesus gives His church people who work full time in service to the
Gospel. He told us to pray for such workers. The LCMS continues to pray,
and has begun Set Apart to Serve (SAS), an intentional effort to encourage
young people to consider church work as their career. Your opinion can
help improve SAS. Please fill out a brief survey at lcms.org/set-apart-toserve-survey by March 15, and let us know how you think SAS can be
beneficial to your congregation. Thank you.
For follow-up and questions, please speak with Pastor Patterson.
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