Shepherd of the Springs Lutheran Church
February, 2022 Newsletter
Hirtenbrief 2/2
February 202

Dearly Redeemed In Christ,
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and our Lord + Jesus
Christ. Amen.
(Mark 1:15) “The time has come,” he [Jesus] said. “The kingdom of
God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Dearly Beloved of Christ Jesus,
These words of our Lord Jesus are the foundational words for the Season
of Lent, which will begin next month; Ash Wednesday is March 2, and
the beginning of Lent. Prior to Lent, and during the month of February,
we will be celebrating The Transfiguration of our Lord and then PreLent.
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Pre-Lent is the narthex of the penitential season of Lent. It’s the time in
the Church where we will take a “three Sundays pause” before we begin
our spiritual pilgrimage to Golgotha during the 40 days of Lent. These

three Sundays are comprised of Septuagesima, which means seventy, on
February 13; Sexagesima, sixty, on February 20; and finally,
Quinquagesima, fifty, on February 27.
It’s important for you to know that these number-name Sundays don’t
represent an exact period of time until the Resurrection of Our Lord, but
are actually liturgical markers for us as we journey closer to the season
of Lent.
So what are these Sundays and what do they teach us? Septuagesima
reminds us that it is God’s grace alone which we can thank and rejoice
in, since we are His people and that the “wages” we receive after our life
on this earth are alone by God’s gracious gift. Sexagesima shows us the
heavenly Sower, who goes through the world casting the seed of His
heavenly Word. And the last Sunday of Pre-Lent, Quinquagesima, shows
us our Lord as He is on His way to Jerusalem. He opens our blind eyes
that we may also “go up to Jerusalem” with joyful, seeing, believing
eyes!
As we prepare to enter Lent, I pray that you will begin to understand this
important message from your Savior. His Kingdom is near, therefore, we
are to repent and believe in His life-saving Gospel! You’ll be hearing a
great deal about repentance and His Good News in this very important
season of Pre-Lent and as we travel through Lent.
Peace to each of you and always remember that the Peace that Christ has
won for us is not the fleeting peace of politicians or this wicked world;
rather it’s the Peace that you and I have with our Heavenly Father. The
War with Him is over! Repent! Believe the Good News! Thanks be to
Jesus!
Your Servant In Christ,

Pastor Patterson
Soli Deo Gloria

Saints and Commemorations we celebrate in February
February 02: The Purification of Mary and the Presentation of Our Lord
February 05: Jacob (Israel) - Patriarch
February 10: Silas - Fellow worker of St. Peter & St. Paul
February 13: Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos - companions & co-worker of
St.Paul
February 14: St. Valentine - Martyr
February 15: Philemon & Onesimus - friends of St.Paul
February 16: Philipp Melanchthon - Confessor & friend of Martin
Luther
February 18: Dr. Martin Luther - Confessor
February 23: St. Polycarp of Smyrna - Pastor & Martyr
February 24: St. Matthias - Apostle

Saint Valentine
Not much is known about the life of Saint Valentine other than he was
revered by the early church and he died a martyr in Rome under the
Emperor Claudius II around AD 270. Two stories tie Saint Valentine to
the secular traditions we know today. One is that he was in prison and
martyred for marrying Christians at a time when it was against the
imperial law to do so. The other is that, on the day of his martyrdom, he
sent a note of comfort and consolation to his jailer’s young daughter
who had come to love Saint Valentine and was distraught at his
impending death. From this we get the tradition of “Valentine” notes and
cards. The church, however, celebrates a man who lived, served, and
died a witness to the love of God in Jesus, the Christ.

Florida HIGH
Mountain Excursion in Florida
Having been to the top of a 14,000 footer in Colorado, we thought we should scale the
highest point in Florida. It is about an 8 hour drive (with stops) to Panama City Beach in
the FL panhandle, where we stayed overnight. The next day it was supposed to be a 1
1/2 hour drive to the “mount”, but our Garmin nav system took us to an Alabama farm
house instead. Apple Maps got us to the right place.
The two pictures show our triumph of mountaineering, one next to the sign marking the
spot (345 foot elevation) and the other showing the extraordinary “vista” from that great
height. OK, maybe not so impressive, but the best Florida can do. Our next mountain
adventure will be the tallest point on the peninsula, Sugarloaf Mountain at 312 feet.
PS Gary and Evie did not suffer altitude sickness and kept well-hydrated

Jeff Patterson, Feb. 9
Nina Kuberski. Feb. 1

Feb., Sundays BIBLE STUDY
THE CHRISTIAN in SOCIETY
Led by Dr. Hein and Pastor Patterson

UPCOMING SERVICES/MEETINGS/EVENTS
CALENDAR IN 2022
Sun, Feb 6:

The Transfiguration of our Lord

Tue, Feb 8:

Circuit Meeting (@ Family of Faith)

Sun, Feb 13:

Septuagesima

Sat. Feb. 19:

Men’s Bible Study

Sun, Feb 20:

Sexagesima
SSLC Voters’ Assembly

Sun, Feb 27:

Quinquagesima

Wed, Mar 2:

Ash Wednesday Vespers

Sun, Mar 6:

First Sunday in Lent (Invocabit)

Tue, Mar 8:

Circuit Meeting (@ Family of Christ)

Wed, Mar 9:

Lent Vespers (7 p.m.)

Sun, Mar 13: 2nd Sunday in Lent (Reminiscere)
Wed, Mar 16: Lent Vespers (7 p.m.)
Sun, Mar 20:

3rd Sunday in Lent (Oculi)

Wed, Mar 23: Lent Vespers (7 p.m.)
Sun, Mar 27:

4th Sunday in Lent (Laetare)

Wed, Mar 30: Lent Vespers (7 p.m.)

Easter, 2022 , Sunday, April 17

Church Members
Marlene Schmidt and Douglas Schmidt
Darrell Root

Military
Captain Rob Landers (USAF) (Barry’s Son-in-Law)
Sergeant First Class (USA) Benjamin Kueter (deployed)
Gunnery Sergeant (USMC) Kyle Chase (Kari’s Nephew)
Sergeant First Class (USA) Jordan Etchells (Dale & Kari’s Son)
The three USAFA Cadets:

Cadet Fred (4th year); Cadet Alexander (3rd year); Cadet
Matthew (3rd year)
Family Members
Judith Taylor (Dr. Hein’s Sister) (Illness)
Rev. & Eunice Schaibley (Former Pastor ) (Illness)
Patty Krueger (Barry’s wife) (Illness)
Kathi Chase (Kari’s sister) (Illness)
Janice Patterson (Pastor’s Mother) (Illness)

Not All Hymn Writers Are Dead
(Compiled by Evelyn Law)
Reverend Stephen Paul Starke has penned more than 200 hymns. Our
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) contains 32 hymns that are associated
with Rev. Starke. He composed 24 of these, he wrote 2-3 additional
stanzas for 3 of these, and he translated 5 into English.
Rev. Starke was born on October 25, 1955 in Bay City, Michigan. He
grew up there, and the last church he served as pastor was St. John
Lutheran Church-Amelith in Bay City. His wife, Pat, was also born and
raised in Bay City. Pastor Starke earned his master of divinity degree
from Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and was ordained
in 1983. He served parishes in Chicago and in Middletown, Connecticut,
before being called to St. John in 2000. In addition, he led the Hymnody
Committee for the Lutheran Hymnal Project that resulted in the 2006
release of LSB.
Because of his extensive work as a hymn writer, Pastor Starke received
honorary doctor of letters degrees from Concordia University, Irvine,
California, and from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He also received an
honorary doctor of divinity degree from Concordia University
Wisconsin in Mequon. In addition, he received the Christus Primus
Award from Concordia University, Ann Arbor, for his distinguished
service to the Church and his contributions to hymnody.
His love of music began in the grade school he attended at Immanuel
Lutheran Church. The school’s principal was a gifted organist, and Rev.
Starke enjoyed singing in the choirs. He also enjoyed playing hymns
from The Lutheran Hymnal (1941) on the family piano. An activity he
did not enjoy at the time, but later came to appreciate, involved one of
his father’s habits. His father always ensured the family arrived at
church 20 minutes before the service started. To pass the time, Rev.
Starke would read through the hymnal.

He wrote his first hymn text in the final year of completing his MDiv.
His favorite hymn text that he wrote is “The Tree of Life” (LSB 561)
This text was recently translated for inclusion in hymnals in Sweden and
in Kenya. His favorite hymn that he did not write is Paul Gerhardt’s “A
Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” (LSB 438).
What makes a good hymn? Theologically, Pastor Starke says a good
hymn is Christ-centered, Biblically grounded, doctrinally precise and
rightly distinguishes Law and Gospel. Musically, he considers a good
hymn to be one in which the music serves the text and does not
overwhelm the text. A good hymn tune is one in which the music is
churchly in character and singable by a group of people, not soloistic.
From where does he get his inspirations? He explains that sometimes the
inspiration comes as a result of preparing for a sermon. Sometimes he
sees a gap in the body of hymns where a particular point in scripture is
not addressed. Frequently, he receives inspiration from a hymn tune, the
music suggesting a textual thought; so the music itself is very important.
Retired from pastoring, much of Rev. Starke’s current hymn work comes
as a result of commissions. He is asked by individuals or committees to
write hymns for church anniversaries, ordinations, weddings, baptisms,
confirmations, and a variety of conventions or needs within the Lutheran
Church. He also composes hymns for special family occasions.
What Rev. Starke really likes about hymns is that they are miniature
sermons, little commentaries on the doctrinal truth of God's word.
Hymns then put those truths into the mouths of lay people to sing in
worship. He says hymnals have often been called the doctrinal textbooks
for lay people. Hymns teach about God and seek to apply these truths
from God's word to the lives of the worshipper.
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