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N A monthly newsletter of Shepherd of the Springs Lutheran Church,
7= \\JIl Missouri Synod, Colorado Springs, CO.

Nov., 2025
Church Calendar

\
Sundays’ Divine Service 9:00 AM
Followed by Bible Study at 10:30 AM

Nov.2  Sun All Souls’ Day

Food collection begins for the Food Pantry at Holy Cross Lutheran
Church

Nov. 6  Thurs 4:00pm  Elders meeting.
Nov.9  Sun Trinity 21

Nov.8  Sat 9:00am  Men’s Group
All are welcome

Nov. 13 Thurs 4.00pm  Executive Council meeting

Nov.16 Sun Trinity 22
Followed by: Annual Voters meeting

Nov. 23 Sun Last Sunday of the Church Year

Nov. 27  Thurs Day of National Thanksgiving

_ THANKSGIVING

9:00am Thanksgiving Divine service

12:00 noon. Thanksgiving luncheon-
Open to all. See details last page of newsletter.

Nov.30 Sun Feast of St. Andrew
Beginning of Advent

Potluck Sunday



November Bible Study with Pastor Patterson
Study of the Gospel According to St. Matthew
Our Lord’s Passion: His Arrest, Trials, and Death (26:14 — 27:66)

Prelude to Betrayal (26:14-16) (Nov 9)

The Last Supper (26:17-29) (Nov 9)

Gethsemane (26:30-56) (Nov 16)

Jesus before Caiaphas (Illegal Sanhedrin Trial) (26:57-68)
(Nov 23)

a. Peter’s Three Denials (69-75) (Nov 23)

Jesus before Pilate (27:1-26) (Nov 30)

6. The Crucifixion of Our Lord Jesus (27:27-44) (Nov 30)
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Nov. 2025
Hirtenbrief

Thanksgiving!

Dearly Beloved,

In the autumn of 1621, new settlers in the Plymouth Colony gathered to
celebrate a good harvest and during their rather raucous celebration (by firing
their weapons into the air!), they got the attention of the local Wampanoag tribe
who responded in alarm, since this tribe had entered into a mutual defense treaty
with the colonist. After coming to their, supposed, defense, the Wampanoag
were invited to remain for the three-day thanksgiving feast. All the other
“legends” about Thanksgiving are just that...legends!

In any event, this celebration in 1621 was not thought of as a holiday, but simply
a gathering to express thankfulness and share in the Lord’s bounty.
Thanksgiving as a holiday did not come about until 1863 when President
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday of November to be a national



holiday on which Americans were encouraged to give thanks to God for His
provision. Since then, Thanksgiving Day has remained a national holiday.

As Christians, we rightly rejoice that our nation observes a national day of
thanksgiving. However, as Christians, we also might find ourselves concerned
that the original purpose of the holiday has been lost among many Americans. |
have heard people express concern that Thanksgiving Day is no longer a day to
pause and give thanks to God for His provision; but has been reduced to little
more than an excuse to “pig out” on “Turkey Day” and then laze around on the
sofa watching the Chicago Bears beat...whomever!

Indeed, given our fallen nature, humanity has succeeded in corrupting every
holiday that has ever been celebrated. For that matter, it should come as no
surprise to us that holidays meant to honor God, our Creator and Redeemer, are
not going to be respected as such by a society that is becoming increasingly
secularized. Rather than focus on that problem, I’d like to ask the question of
whether we Lutherans have allowed the true purpose of Thanksgiving Day to
fall by the wayside, in a different and far more critical way. Has Thanksgiving
Day, for you, become the only day, each year, that you pause to give thanks to
God for all that He bestows, and then on Pepto Bismol Friday, you return to
your usual routines again for the next 364 days?

Or, is Thanksgiving for you a day you set aside to give thanks to God AND to
remind yourself that you ought to be living EVERY day in thanksgiving to God
for His gracious and bountiful gifts? If you truly take seriously your God-given
role as a steward of His creation, then I pray that this short paragraph is your
purpose for Thanksgiving Day.

As members of the one, holy, catholic (Christian), and apostolic Church, we
confess that the first article of the Creed teaches:

“God made me and all creatures. He has given me my body and soul,
eyes, ears, and all my limbs, my reason, and all my senses, and still
preserves them. He also has given me clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all that I have. He
provides me richly and daily with all that I need to support this body and
life. He protects me from all danger and guards me and preserves me
from all evil. He does all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and



mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this I ought to
thank Him, praise Him, serve Him, and obey Him. This is most certainly
true.”

Additionally, Jesus taught us to pray in the Our Father, “give us this day our
daily bread.” Luther, in his explanation of this petition, teaches that daily bread
includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, and
that we, as God’s people, receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

Since we hold to this confession, it is only natural that we should (to steal and
adapt a phrase from Charles Dickens) keep Thanksgiving Day the whole year
through. This is the attitude that motivates and undergirds proper Christian
stewardship. Keeping this attitude alive 1s done by starting, developing, and
nurturing certain habits. One very important such habit is to be regular and
consistent in our prayers when we awake, at mealtimes, and when we retire for
the night. Luther provides prayers for these occasions in his Small Catechism,
or you might find other suitable prayers, or even Psalms. Truly our Lord is good
and His mercy endures forever.

Saying prayers like this helps us remember that thanksgiving is a daily activity
of God’s people. Praying regularly each day (not only in thanks, but also
bringing before God our needs and those of others) helps us practice
thanksgiving as a daily way of life. It is a life of both repentance and
thanksgiving that trusts God as the Giver of all good gifts. Indeed, it is only in
trusting God as the Giver of all good gifts that allows us 1n faith to develop
another important habit — our regular offering to God of our whole stewardship
(some call this our time, talents, and treasures).

When determining how to parcel up our time or where to employ our talents,
both of which are gifts from our God, it is easy to get wrapped up in the
busyness of our lives and leave no time to serve God and His Church. Although,
if we’re truly honest with ourselves, we don’t seem to have a problem carving
out time to do those things that bring us pleasure, whether that’s being an Idaho
potato on the couch or spending countless, mundane hours on our “smart”
phones!

And, when developing our budgets, as we lists our necessary expenses for
house, food, clothing, etc . . . it is easy to save our offering to the Church until



last, giving only what 1s “leftover,” and often only what is “leftover” after we
spend the money with which God blesses us on things we don’t even need, but
merely want. We should examine ourselves often—even daily—to determine if
we are being good stewards with which our loving God gifts us.

Let’s be clear: No one ought to give out of guilty obligation, but out of a faith
which trusts in God as the provider of all we need to live in this life He has
given us to live. However, we must also be clear that giving in faith 1s giving
not from our “leftovers,” but honoring the Lord with “your wealth and the first-
fruits of all your yield” (Proverbs 3:9). We also give to support our Lord’s
Ministry and Mission among us, so that His holy Word and Blessed Sacraments
would continue to be distributed in this congregation for you, and for all whom
He brings here.

Christian stewards are people, who live each day as a Day of Thanksgiving; who
in faith acknowledge God’s created gifts AND His redemptive gifts in Christ
Jesus, and in thankfulness receive them both for themselves and for sharing with
their neighbor. Therefore, let’s pause, as we gather on November 27t for Divine
Service as we give thanks; to pray that it would be a reminder of our Lord’s
daily gracious and abundant gifts, and a prompting in us of a daily response for
all that He so richly provides!

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may
never forget Your blessings, but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your
goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in Your
heavenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen!

In Jesus’ Holy and Precious Name,

Pastor +++
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Members
The Packer Family

Sam Penwell
Ron Dodge
Darrell Root

Paul Hildebrand
Marlene Schmidt
Cheri Penwell
Lindsay Suszek

Military

Major (CH) Gerson Flor (Canadian
Armed Forces)

Major Julia Bell (USSF)

Captain Rob Landers (USAF) (Barry
and Patty’s Son-in-Law)

Captain Abel Wilson (USAF) (Friend
of SSLC)

1LT Frederick Heidt (USAF) (Friend
of Larry and Sue)

Master Sergeant (USMC) Kyle Chase
(Dale & Kari’s Nephew)

First Sergeant (USA) Benjamin
Kueter (Deployed to South Korea)

Sergeant First Class (USA) Jordan
Etchells (Dale & Kari’s Son)

SrA Trevor Smith (USAF)
Cadet Ethan Dodson (USAFA)

Family Members
Gayle Rathbone (Heather’s Mother)
Patty Krueger (Barry’s Wife)
Kathi Chase (Kari’s Sister)
Rainer Dieterle (Conny’s Father)
Dennis Etchells (Dale’s Brother)
Eli (Shannon and Ben’s nephew)
Blake (Shannon’s brother)
Raquel (Lindsay’s sister)

Janice Patterson (Pastor’s mother



Festival of St. Andrew
November 30

The Lord be with you!

Vocation, acceptance, God’s call, our response, and rnmlstry to our own family are
themes of this day. St. Andrew, whose name means “manly,” was the brother of
Peter, and was born in Bethsalda a village in Galilee. Originally a disciple of John
the Baptlst he was the first ap ostle to fo%low Jesus (John 1:35-40). His title in the
Eastern Church is “the First- Called ” and his name regularly appears near the head

of the lists of the apostles. Perhaps his greatest work was to bring his brother
Simon Peter to Jesus (John 1:41-42). Andrew was, therefore, in a real way the
first“home missionary” as well as the first foreign missionary (John 12:20-22).

After Pentecost, Andrew is said by Eusebius to have preached in Scythia, by Jerome
and Theodoret in Greece; by Nicephorus in Asia Minor and Thrace. A late and
rather unreliable tradition says that he was martyred on November 30 around 70 AD,
at Patras in Achaia, Greece. The tradition that he was crucified on an X-shaped
cross first appeared in the tenth century. He was martyred; legend has it, for
defying the proconsul Aegeas, who ordered Andrew to stop preaching and to
sacrifice to the gods.

St. Andrew’s body is said to have been taken, along with St. Luke’s, to the Church
of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople in 357 and%ater removed to the cathedral in
Amalfi, Italy. The church at Constantinople claimed St. Andrew as its first bishop.
The churches in Greece and Russia in particular hold Andrew in high honor. Also,
quite early, certain of his relics were taken to St. Andrew’s Church in Fife, Scotland,



and he became a patron saint of Scotland; the X-shaped cross of St. Andrew in the

Union Jack represents Scotland.

The feast of St. Andrew was observed as early as the fourth century by the Eastern
Church and by the sixth century in Rome and elsewhere. It is a national holiday in

Scotland.

St. Andrew’s Day determines the beginning of the church year, since the First
Sunday in Advent is the Sunday nearest to St. Andrew’s Day whether before or
after. Because of this, the Festival of St. Andrew is the first day on many liturgical
calendars. The Festival of St. Andrew does land on a Sunday this year. So you’ll
notice that the beginning of Advent this year our liturgical color will not be violet;
but red, in remembrance of the martyrdom of St. Andrew!

Collect for the Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle: Almighty God, by Your grace the
apostle Andrew obeyed the call of Your Son to be a disciple. Grant us also to follow
our Lord Jesus Christ in heart and life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen.revor Smith Nov. 5
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Trevor Smith Nov. 5
Ben Kueter Nov. 9
Kari Etchells Nov. 17

Conny Schunke  Now. 2

Paul Rumpler and Conny Schunke
Nov. 6

Kari and Dale Etchells
Nov. 8

Mark and Vicki Ackerman
Nov. 22



Shepherd of the Springs

Annual Food Drive

Sunday, Nov. 2 begins the annual
Shepherd of the Springs food drive to
help re-stock the Food Pantry at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church. The Pantry is
volunteer-run, opens 3 days a week and serves approximately 80 families
each week.
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This year the need is even more critical as Federal programs across the
community are ending. The Food Pantry is already seeing an uptick in patrons
Food has been limited to 5 Ibs per person or 25 lbs per family, once a week, if
possible

Please help fill the red box in the Church Narthex.
After Thanksgiving, the food collected will be delivered to Holy Cross.

Critical needs: cereals, canned chicken, tuna, beef stew, small hams, hearty
soups, bottled juices, condiments like jelly, ketchup, mayo, etc.

Monetary donations are also very welcome. The Pantry spends about $500 per
week from monetary contributions buying needed food products. Checks should be
made out to Holy Cross with Food Pantry in the memo line and given to Carol
Ross.



“We gather together to ask the Lord’s
blessing...”

Author: Anonymous (1625)
Translator: Theodore Baker (1851-1934)

After Divine Service on Thanksgiving Day,
everyone is invited to the

Annual Shepherd Thanksgiving lunch.

It is a special lunch with turkey, stuffing, gravy and outstanding
mashed potatoes provided. Everyone brings a dish or two to share:
vegetables, bread, salads, and a plethora of desserts. Appetizers and
non-alcoholic drinks are also welcome.

After the traditional meal, with lots of informal chatter, there will be
competitive rounds of BINGO and a Pastor-created Biblical quiz!

Feel free to bring a guest or guests just let Sue or Larry Groggel know
the number you are bringing by Sun. Nov. 23.

Lunch location: The Clubhouse at Hillsboro
3879 Riviera Grove (North Carefree and Powers)
Larry’s phone number: 719-216-8988

Shepherd of the Springs Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod
A Confessional, Evangelical, Sacramental, and Liturgical Church

Where the Lutheran Reformation Lives!

Rev. Jeff Patterson-Pastor@sslc-cos.org (719) 396-4710
Dr. Steven A. Hein-Deacon <heinsteven@ix.netcom.com> (719) 338-7891

Address of Church: 6755 Earl Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Website: www.sslc-cos.org
Please direct newsletter corrections, comments, questions to Sue Groggel at shkodani @gmail.com



