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®You will say to me then, “Why then
still does He find fault? For the
purpose of Him, who is resisting?”
20But rather, O man, who are you
giving a hostile answer to God? “Will
not the thing formed say to the [One]
having formed [it], ‘Why have you
made me like this?’” ?!Or has not
[the] potter the authority over the
clay, out of the same lump to make
one indeed unto [a] honor vessel, one
however unto common use?
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19You will say to me then, “Why then still does He
find fault? For the purpose of Him, who is
resisting?” 20But rather, O man, who are you
giving a hostile answer to God?

As you may recall from v.14, Paul asked a
rhetorical question: “What then will we say?”
Now Paul heightened the conversation by
engaging in direct address. And we know that it
is direct by the use of a singular second person
future verb (" Epeic) “You will say....” So who is
Paul addressing?

In context and utilizing Holy Scripture (Acts
15:5 and 11:2-3), we can safely deduce that Paul
Is addressing his major opponents...the
Pharisees (and Pharisaical Jews), whom Paul
has already addressed in 2:17-27!
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19You will say to me then, “Why then still does He
find fault? For the purpose of Him, who is
resisting?” 20But rather, O man, who are you
giving a hostile answer to God?

The claim that God improperly finds fault rest
upon this assumption. However, Paul is clear
that no one can oppose God’s intentions! So
then, what’s the answer to his second
question? The facts of history very vividly
illustrate for us that, ever since the Fall, men
have continually and consistently resisted
God’s intentions (cf. Ps. 14:2-3). God, in His
mercy and forbearance, has temporarily allowed
man to oppose His intention, plan, and will in
hope that His patience would lead them to

| repentance (2:4-5). We discussed this last week

concerning the Pharaoh of the Exodus.
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19You will say to me then, “Why then still does He
find fault? For the purpose of Him, who is
resisting?” 20But rather, O man, who are you
giving a hostile answer to God?

Thus, in Paul’s day, many in Israel had been
resistant (e.g., 3:3; 10:1, 16-21; 11:20);
however, such resistance will not prevalil
against God’s coming judgment (cf. 2:8-9.
12, 16; 3:19-20). Prior to the great Day of
Judgment, Paul contends that there is no
unrighteousness with God in showing mercy
based upon who He is and not based upon
our willing or striving (v.16). Indeed, all too
often, our willing and striving are contrary to

4 His divine will and resistant to His mercy!
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19You will say to me then, “Why then still does He
find fault? For the purpose of Him, who is
resisting?” 20 O man, who are you
giving a hostile answer to God?

Paul’s retort isn’t accusatory, since
his language (o avBpwne) “O man” or
more politely, “O dear sir” isn’t
derogatory. Prior he uses a word
that points to this phrase in 20a as
being corrective: L:cvouvvye (men-
oon’-geh) - “on the conirary” or
“But rather...;
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19You will say to me then, “Why then still does He
find fault? For the purpose of Him, who is
resisting?” 20But rather, O man, who are you
giving a hostile answer to God?

Paul begins to sharpen the contrast
between Creator and created! Talking
back or “...giving a hostile answer to
God...” presumes that God has already
spoken, which He has (2:17-27), and Paul
will now begin to bring his whole
exposition from 9:6 to culmination in v.24
(which we will discuss at length next
week!).
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20b «Will not the thing formed say to the [One]
having formed [it], ‘Why have you made me like
this?’” 210r has not [the] potter the authority over
the clay, out of the same lump to make one indeed
unto honor vessel, one however unto common use?

To quote from Franzmann:

“...various applications are made of the potter-
vessel relationship; it can depict man’s
accountability to his Maker (Is. 29:16), or the
impiety of man in questioning the ways of God
(Is. 45:9), or the humility of an appeal made by
sinful people to the mercy of the God who
created them (Is. 64:8), or God’s freedom to visit
wrath or mercy on a nation according to His
will, even if the nation is His chosen people (Jer.
18:6).”

‘Franzmann, Romans, 179.
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210r has not [the] potter the authority over the

clay, out of the same lump to make one indeed
unto honor vessel, one however unto common use?
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210r has not [the] potter the authority over the
clay, out of the to make one indeed

unto honor vessel, one however unto common use?
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* clay, out of the to make one indeed
unto honor vessel, one however unto common use?
9:20b-21 gy i
As we have been doing, let’s hear from an

ancient Church father who sums up this
section of Romans very aptly:

“There is no difference in the clay which
the potter molds with his hands. He can
make whatever kind of vessel he wants to,
and the vessel cannot answer back and
say how it would prefer to be made. ”?
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; F!‘ 2(Pseudo-)Constantius, Romans, (Bray, Romans, ACCS NT 6:251).
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" VERSE 24:
A Conclusive Hinge
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