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awaits the revelation of the sons of God..  
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its bondage of decay, into the freedom of the glory 

of the children of God.
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22Indeed, we know that all the creation groans 

together and travails together until now.
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23Not only [so] now, but even ourselves, having 

the firstfruit of the Spirit, also we ourselves in 
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A Pentecost Addendum

Why would Paul connect the Holy Spirit 

with “firstfruits?”  At the time when 

the firstfruits were offered was during 

the harvest festival of the Feast of 

Weeks, which we know as Pentecost 

(Ex. 23:16; 34:22; Dt. 16:9-12).

This is the occasion when the Holy 

Spirit was first poured out in Acts 2.  

Surely the NT event was linked to the 

OT calendar date in the annual 

liturgical lives of the early Christians, 

just as Passover became inseparable 

from the Holy Triduum, the evening of 

Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter.



A Pentecost Addendum

Furthermore, in both the OT and

NT, the agricultural harvest also 

serves as an eschatological image!

Paul will speak of eschatological 

fulfillment at the end of Romans 

8:23.  Yet, first, he admits that due 

to “the sufferings of the present 

time” (v.18), “we ourselves in 

ourselves groan.” So to close out 

this addendum, here are three very 

fascinating observations:



A Pentecost Addendum

1.) Not only is creation “groaning 

together”, but those of us with the Spirit 

are also groaning (v.23).  But when Paul is 

speaking of people groaning, he deletes the 
prefix “together with” the (sun) of verse 

22.  He also eliminates the “suffering birth 

pangs together” (cf. v.22 – συνωδίνει).  

Thus, the language of v.23 is “toned down” 

in reference to believers.  What we should 

conclude is difficult to ascertain, but it does 

imply that Paul does not simply replicate 

apocalyptic language or buy into all of its 

implications.  Rather, since there are no 

birth pangs, he is solidly laying the 

foundation of truth that we are eagerly 

awaiting adoption!



A Pentecost Addendum

2.)  There is a present adverbial 
participle in v.23 (e[conteV) that asserts 

that we are still groaning within 

ourselves at the very same time as we 

are “having the firstfruit of the Spirit.” 

Since Paul is speaking of those who 

have the Spirit as a firstfruit, he can 

only be speaking of baptized believers!  

The present groaning “within 

ourselves” is striking in light of Paul’s 

definitive description of believers 

earlier in the chapter with the same 
preposition (ejn):  “[the] Spirit of God is 

dwelling in you” (v.9).
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