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R@Mﬂg In this part of Romans 8, Paul now

83 14-17 brings up a number of new topics
that mark this pericope as a very
unique section. This will be the
first time Paul speaks of adoption
(v.15); “sons of God” (v.14); who
cry out to Him: “Abba Father!”
(v.15). Then, Paul will return to the
topic of inheritance utilized in 4:13-
14. You will also notice that the
discussion of “the Flesh” (cop&) will




ROMANS Looking ahead, the last Greek
S B85 Bl word of this section, in v.17:
(cvvdotacOmuev) will function as
a hinge, something that Paul does
often in Romans, leading us
forward into “Glory (50&0)
(vv.18, 21). This hinge word,
which we will exegete, is vastly
important for you; since, you’ll
be comforted to know that the
Spirit is “irectine your whole
life!




S FN\S] THE SPIRIT’S LEADING (V.14)

4Indeed, as many as are being led by the

83 1 %@1 @ Spirit, these are sons of God.

The beginning phrase is reminiscent of
the language which introduced our
Lord’s temptation in St. Luke 4:1 — “He
was being led in the Spirit into the
wilderness.” The verb form is
passive...Jesus “was being led” “in the
Spirit”, just as you are “being led by the
Phi Spirit!” True, there was active
:lld;:';g;:‘bea participation by Jesus; however, this
g work of leading...guiding is the work of

. Ba g
. Fathed \ the Holy Spirit that is actually done on
(14-16) N or to you!
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S FN\S] THE SPIRIT’S LEADING (V.14)

4Indeed, as many as are being led by the

83 1 %@1 @ Spirit, these are sons of God.

Therefore, Paul makes an astounding
statement about YOUR identity! As a
result of the Spirit’s presence (vv.9,
11) and direction (v.13), you are
actually “sons of God!” Paul’s
language isn’t Greek Stoicism, but
rather is rooted in the OT and
'-I,Ch“dre“ ORUCH Judaism (cf. Ex. 4:22; Jer. 3:19; 31:9;
‘Heavenly “Abba BETT 16 1)

. Father!”
 (14-16)
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ROMANS BREESHVEIREN I CIVATY

4Indeed, as many as are being led by the

83 1 %@1 @ Spirit, these are sons of God.

It’s important that you know and
understand the importance of
“son” or “sonship!” The son is the
primary heir as Paul also used in
Gal. 4:5-7! He also uses the word
“divine adoption as sons” In v.15
Children of the that is a compound word in Greek:
| e avenly “Abba (vioOeoioc), which we will discuss
Fatheﬂ”‘ more in-depth later.

(14-16)



S FYS] THE SPIRIT’S LEADING (V.15)

15For you have not received a spirit of

gz 1 %ei @ slavery again, that you should fear, but you
| received [the] Spirit of divine adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba Father!”

Paul begins with the negative, as he
has spoken previously of the “slavery”
to sin that holds all people in bondage
unless or until they are emancipated
in Christ Jesus (e.g., 6:6, 18-22). Also,
. previously, Paul has not associated
 Children of the this slavery with “a spirit.” So...what
givee v?mya\Abba does Paul mean by “a spirit of

o Fathed”‘ slavery?” He can’t be speaking about
| (14‘16):«» .| the Holy Spirit, could he? No!
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S FYS] THE SPIRIT’S LEADING (V.15)

15For you have not received a spirit of

gz 1 %ei @ slavery again, that you should fear, but you
| received [the] Spirit of divine adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba Father!”

Paul is talking about the “spirit of this
age,” the old age or the old eon of
slavery to sin and death to which you
were physically born (“Simul iustus et
peccator”). Therefore, there is a
' Children of the contraﬁt between “slavery.” and
Heavenly *“Abba “adoption”, and secondarily between
Eathe d;,, the enslaving “spirit” and the Spirit
ST ‘ who effects adoption!

(14-16)
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THE SPIRIT’S LEADING (V.15)

15For you have not received a spirit of
slavery again, that you should fear, but you
received [the] Spirit of divine adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba Father!”

This is the reason for Paul’s use of
the word “again.” “Again”
(toAlv) goes with the noun
“slavery” (Sovielo)) — meaning that
the “Spirit of divine adoption” does
W NIGIEHERGEN not reestablish a state of slavery,

2 RN EY which would elicit “fear.”
. Father!”

(14-16)




