The Law and
“I” (Present) (Section Il)




OUFAEY THE DOUBLE EFFECTS
1:21-23 OF THE LAW
¢21 i Consequently, I find the Law for
\'. me, the one who wills to do that
“ which is excellent, that for me the
: evil lies close at hand. ??Indeed, I
delight with the Law of God
according to the inner person. *’But
I see another Law in my bodily
members waging war against the
Law of my mind and taking me

captive in the Law of the sin which is
in my bodily members.”
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R@M &N S 21 #“Consequently, I find the Law for me,

the one who wills to do that which is
T 32 1 %23 excellent, that for me the evil lies close
at hand.”

Paul draws his conclusion
regarding this division between
will and action in verse 21. The
language of this verse reflects the
following points

1) The repetition of “for me” clearly
reveals that there is only one “I”
who is enduring both of these
opposite experiences;



21 “Consequently, I find the Law for me,
the one who wills to do that which is
excellent, that for me the evil lies close
at hand.”

2) The Greek verb that’s translated
as “...lies close at hand” is
associated with the doing of evil.
Its presence indicates that the
inability to do good (v.18), as well
as the failure to refrain from “evil”,
are not the continuous,
uninterrupted state of the “I”, and;




21 #4Consequently, I find the Law for me, the
one who wills to do that which is excellent,
that for me the evil lies close at hand.”

3) While this verse has been
interpreted as referring back to
verses 1I-13 or even as summarizing
the entire chapter, this can’t be the
case! The “I” expresses that the
determination of his will agrees with
the excellent commands of the Law.

When prohibited from putting his will
into action by “...sin which is dwelling
within me...”, the “I” is distressed.

The “I”’s fexvent desire is to fulfill the

excellent Law, but he constantly fails!



21 4Consequently, I find the Law for me, the
one who wills to do that which is excellent,
that for me the evil lies close at hand.”

Thus, the continued battle is ongoing
between the will of the “I” to refrain
from evil and that which makes “I”
unable to bring that will to fruition.
“I” recognizes that the reason for this
inability is his sinful flesh! No such
struggle or conflict between will and
action is present in vv.71-13; since,
only sin, death, and deception came
through the Law’s command. Here
the “I” consistently expresses his
willing conformity with the Law: “I
find the Law for me...excellent...!”




2z ‘Indeed, I delight with the Law of God
according to the inner person.

This verse provides for us the
strongest evidence that Paul is
addressing himself... the “I”, after
his conversion!

The verb that Paul uses for “delight
with” conveys that the “I” not only
agrees with, but also joyfully
accepts and rejoices in the God-
given Law! ““I” is striving to live
according to God’s will...this only a
believer can do!



L) P N[5 ©* “Indeed, I delight with the Law of God

according to the inner person.

7:2 1 %23 Once again, from our Confessions,
the Formula of Concorxd, the Solid
Declaration:

“But after a man is converted,
and thereby enlightened, and
his will is renewed, then he
wills that which is good, in so
far as he is reborn or a new
man, and he delights in the law
of God according to his

inmost self (Rom. 7[22].”
(FC SD 11 63)







