TUMANS ERESTISTincRS|inge
6:15-19

Part 2:
L The Analogy and
| "1\} Reality of Slavery!

“In Christ Jesus
Our Lord!”




R@M &NS DiAhat then? Should we sin because we are not
under Law, but under grace? May it never come to
be! 1°Do you not understand that to whomfever| you
present yourselves [as] slaves of obedience, you are
slaves to whom[ever| you respond, whether of sin
leading to death or of responsiveness to God leading
to righteousness? ’But thanks [be] to God, because
you were slaves to sin, but you responded from [the]
heart to [the] form of teaching into which you were
handed over. °And, after being freed from the
[slavery] of sin, you were enslaved to righteousness.
9T speak in human terms on account of the weaRkness
of your flesh. For just as you presented your bodily
members as subjects to impurity and to the lawless
mindset leading to lawless behavior, thus now present
N your bodily members as subjects to righteousness
N N leading to sanctification.




R@MMS As we go back to vv.2-9, Paul teaches

B°1 5%1 % that we are not to remain in sin
because we have died to sin through
Baptism into Christ Jesus. So then,
he asks a question in v.15 that conveys
the supposition that being in the state
of grace is a legitimate reason for
sinning? As in his letter to the
Corinthians, Paul speaks more
broadly against freedom abused; or
the Corinthian problem of libertinism
[the practice of indulging in any sinful
activity without restraint|!




R@Mm S L59hat then? Should we sin because we
6:1 5 are not under Law, but under grace? May
e it never come to be!

In the context of Paul’s discussion, he
is actually continuing the topic found
in vv.12-14. The exhortation to not
sin was introduced in v.12. So Paul
ends v.15 with another emphatic
negation: “May it never come to be!”

Paul makes it clear that grace must
\ never be used by the Christian as an
. \ excuse to continue in Sin or to sin

Y " without restraint.

Vi

.



R@M M S 18Do you not understand that to whomfever]

6:16

you present yourselves [as] slaves of obedience,

you are slaves to whomf[ever| you respond,
whether of sin leading to death or of
responsiveness to God leading to righteousness?

As you may recall, Paul has been
using the language of ruling or
lordship. Now, in v.16, he abruptly
turns the picture to slavery. Slavery
becomes his major metaphor through
the rest of chapter 6. Paul is using
interactive expressions comparable to
what a parent would say to a child:

N “Don’t you understand?”



R@M M S 18Do you not understand that to whomfever]

you present yourselves [as] slaves of obedience,
63 1 @ you are slaves to whom|ever| you respond,

whether of sin leading to death or of
responsiveness to God leading to righteousness?

What is Paul’s teaching point?

He is turning the notion of slavery
upside down! Instead of one being in
a state of slavery that results in
coerced obedience; he now speaks of a
“choice” to listen and respond to one
of two masters!



R@M M S 18Do you not understand that to whomfever]
6 . 1 @ you present yourselves [as] slaves of obedience,
@

you are slaves to whomf[ever| you respond,

whether of sin leading to death or of
responsiveness to God leading to righteousness?

The result is that you’ll be a slave to
one or the other.

Remember, this freedom of choice,
just as you’ve heard from Hebrews
concerning your freedom of speech, is
only available to the Christian...a
Baptized believer!



R@M M S 18Do you not understand that to whomfever]

you present yourselves [as] slaves of obedience,
63 1 @ you are slaves to whom|ever| you respond,

whether of sin leading to death or of
responsiveness to God leading to righteousness?

You will soon see that an unbaptized
unbeliever is a slave only to sin (vv.18,
20). They belong wholly and
completely to sin and are compelled
to respond to its cruelty. Since the
unbaptized unbeliever is totally under
sin’s lordship and reign, they are also,
thereby, under the tyranny of death

* \ (5:13).



b= Do you not understand that to whom[ever|

you present yourselves [as] slaves of obedience,
you are slaves to whomf[ever| you respond,

whether of sin leading to death or of
responsiveness to God leading to righteousness?

However, those who have died to sin
in Holy Baptism are now free from its

reign and lordship! They are able to
put themselves at the disposal of sin
(unrighteousness) or to God
(righteousness); and the latter is only
by the power of the Holy Spirit’s




