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Vs. 16-17: For [yop] 1 am
not ashamed of the gospel,
for it is [the] power of God
unto salvation to everyone
believing - to both [the] Jew
first and to [the] Greek. For
[vop] in it [the]
righteousness of God is
revealed, from faith to faith,
1 as it has been written:
N ‘And THE RIGHTEOUS BY
.,Chapﬁ@.n& FAITH WILL LIVE.”

5 1:16-17 &

"
-




O T TIRBRUE B R

".‘\-3."“ voq AN R (N& )_‘,\,’ w(’.

»«-m»u THramven nwmamml o'y

o & )?m MY ARAC ,v.s,.'}t\ ~1s:x,~q‘\"?,} Y
CYTHY v-m'r-mfw»:'} M AN HMTE ST e

S R ”"""P“*"' Ll L gm; KA
RO X I o DTt
[ e N W‘M”vm'mym i e
1 ! »‘ A ,;M}%u *t‘grg [ ST H‘y?-
# p'.‘»{o M’U J"’rm)ﬂ)\tﬂ,‘ !H\MMWF

b S RN

’
'vwv 3 3 4
3 ANy 48 Ed SN HH"~\"‘H

INAN I P i | \ X H\',\S!f'.(‘),,\\‘p'\f\‘p.

NHYETLE1she TN L0 et T A WA G (s e
MBLIEBOY T KAt R TRAMHEM W 400 ) A
L PRV 3 KA RN AR YD S RN 3 Y
VRIOBFTL VR T SNTIMOMA L O ST AL CLOrT AT
LR SN S Eb R @A T DT d”“m'"‘”“-:v

‘“, ) Y ;_7; by e,r -1,\%,‘311})“?1 S ER "‘“m”

{u(g"ﬂ ‘} d Aj’ "Dv‘ ?"

.m‘, 5,» L3

Y L w‘quasﬂﬂu-@ v}
e g L




Vv. 16-17 introduces the
central theme of the Letter to
the Romans. Paul’s choice of
verbs may reflect the fact that
the Gospel was under attack in
Rome. Paul was not ashamed
of the preaching of God’s
punishment of all sins in
Himself (the crucifixion and
death of Jesus); rather, this

, “foolishness” he heralded as
ThelRightcousH the center and heart of his

4
l

By kaiui Shall¥ proclamation (cf. 1 Cor. 1:17 -
Live 2:16).
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Again, we cannot, we
should not understand
the Gospel as an
abstract message that
is disconnected from
the reality of Jesus, the
Christ; rather, it is the
‘ The Rifhteousy means by which Jesus
mm \Lﬁ' presents Himself to us.
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- The theologian C.E.B. Cranfield

. expresses the relationship between

_ i the Gospel and Christ quite well:
ﬂ V< “The gospel is [. . .] its subject,
Jesus Christ. It is He Himself who
is its effectiveness. His work was
God’s decisive act for men’s
salvation, and in the gospel, in the
message of which He is the
content, He presents Himself to
men as if it were clothed in the
efficacy of His saving work” [C.E.B.
Cranfield, Romans, I:89].

That is why the Gospel (preaching)
and Christ (Person) can both be
called the “..power of God...” (Rom.




The most important
theological reality presented
in these thematic verses and
in the broader letter is the
Greek Sicaiocvvn 800, which

means, “the righteousness
of God.”

Verse 17 is a quote of
Habakkuk 2:4 and Paul is
making sure that his readers
know that he is only telling
them what God has a/ways

” 1ye said through His prophets.
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The background for Paul’s
understanding of dixoiocuvn
Beov is surely to be found in
the OT, not only in
Habakkuk, but especially
in Isaiah:
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[YHWH says] “Turn to me and be
saved, all you ends of the earth;
for I am God, and there is no
other. By myself I have sworn,
my mouth has uttered in all
integrity a word that will not be
revoked: Before me every knee
will bow; by me every tongue will
swear. They will say of me, ‘In
the LORD alone are righteousness
and strength.” “All who have
raged against him will come fo
him and be put to shame. But in

T e _\_uln oL__g
By ZaithiShally the Lorp all the seed of Israel

Al 'xﬁ ey .n = will be declared righteous and be
.; | 16, L% \ glorified” (45:22-25).




[YHWH says] “Listen fto me, you
stubborn-hearted, you who are far
from righteousness. I am bringing
My Righteousness near, it is noft far
way; and my Salvation will not be
delayed. I will grant salvation to
Zion, my splendor to Israel” (46:12-13).

[YHWH says] “My Righteousness
draws near speedily, my Salvation is
on the way, and my arm will bring
Jjustice to the nation. Lift up your
eyes fto the heavens, look at the
earth beneath; the heavens vanish
like smoke, the earth will wear out
like a garment and its inhabitants
die like flies. But my Salvation will
last forever, my Righteousness will
never fail” (51:5-6).
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It is noteworthy that “fhe
Righteousness of God” is not
an abstract concept or
attribute of God in these texts,
but is a term that identifies
God’s saving action that will
be revealed in the latter days
in His Servant. Furthermore,
Isaiah 45 demonstrates that
the coming of “the
Righteousness of God” will
result in a changed status: the
seed of Israel will be declared
righteous.




The verb used with “fhe
Righteousness of God” is
significant: anoxaAlvnteton, (is
revealed). This present tense
verb is communicating the fact
that the apocalyptic end-time
deliverance has come in Christ
Jesus and is NOW being revealed
and offered in the Gospel. That
cosmic deliverance expected at
the end of time has come, in
time, and is now present!



This verb is also in the Middle
voice, which means that the
action has been done and will
continue until the originator
stops the action. Thus, “the
Righteousness of God” has
been extended to all humans
and will continue until its
culmination on Judgment Day!




The crucial role of faith in receiving
salvation is showcased three times
in these two verses:

First, it is found in the (“..fo everyone
believing...”). Faith is the way of
receiving salvation, even for the Jew:

“..to both [the] Jew first and fto [the]
Greek.”

Second; this role of faith is stressed
prominently through the odd phrase in
v.17: (%..from faith to faith...,”). The
Righteousness of God can be “seen”
only with faith (fhrough faith) and the
Righteousness of God is the very reality
that creates and nurtures faith (for
faith). Thusly, the Righteousness of
God (i.e., Jesus) is received by faith
ALONE!
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The crucial role of faifh in receiving
salvation is showcased three times
in these two verses:

Third, the Hab. 2.4 quotation that
Paul used is written by Paul this
way: 0 J¢ JIKQI0G EK TIOTEWNS (TOETOI
(“THE RIGHTEOUS BY FAITH WILL
LIVE”). Not, “and the righteous one
shall live by faith.” This wrong
translation would be redundant at
best. Certainly, the righteous one
shall live by faith. He wouldn’t be
called righteous if he didn’t have
faith. If you have any translations
that have misinterpreted this, it
would be a good idea to make a
note of it in the margin.




On the other hand, the emphasis
is not faith, but the /iving!
Habakkuk and Paul are talking
about the reward of heaven!
“THE RIGHTEOUS BY FAITH WILL
LIVE!Y”

This is supported by the next verse
which glves the alternative to
IIVIng, For ithe wraith of God Is
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Ighicousness... So, |f you put
o verses 17 and 18 together, you will
- The Righteouss have this: %..the rlghteous by
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Looking Ahead!

These verses, 16-17, are used
as the thematic grid for
chapters 1-8.
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one Who Is righteous By faith;
and,
Chapters 5-8 express the life

that the one who is righteous
by faith actually lives.




'IhL righteous
‘Wlll live by fith,

ROMANS 117
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Luther struggled with the biblical
phrase “the righteousness of God.”
He wrote, “Nevertheless, in spite of
the ardor of my heart | was
hindered by the unique word in the
first chapter (of Romans): ‘the
righteousness of God is revealed in
it.” | hated the word ‘righteousness
of God,’ because in accordance
with the usage and custom of the
doctors | had been taught to
understand it philosophically as
meaning, as they put it, the formal
or active righteousness according
to which God is righteous and

punishes sinners and the unjust.”
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Luther & Verse 17

“As a monk | led an irreproachable life.
Nevertheless, | felt that | was a sinner
before God. My conscience was
restless, and | could not depend on
God being propitiated by my
satisfactions. Not only did I not love,
but | actually hated the righteous God
who punishes sinners...thus a furious
battle raged within my perplexed
conscience, but meanwhile | was
knocking at the door of this particular

| Pauline passage, earnestly seeking to

know the mind of the great apostle.

Day and night | tried to meditate upon
the significance of these words: ‘The
righteousness of God is revealed in it,
as it is written: The righteous by faith
will live’ [wa. 54, 183-185]



Luther & Verse 17

Luther’s discovery was that he now
= i no longer needed to look to his own
3 works, behavior, or obedience to
- The ighteous determine his standing before God.
"W(’Y‘:*"h He discovered that the believer had
| i the full righteousness of Christ, who
. T fulfilled the Law, already now—not
) v maybe or later—by faith. For peace
of conscience, rather than looking
to his own active goodness and
- holiness spurred on by “infused
grace,” he could rest confident in
the declaration of God that the
sinner is righteous because He is
covered in the righteousness of
Christ.
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A False Teaching

Semi-Pelagianism: The Roman Church
teaches that God “infuses grace” in us
and then we work out our salvation
through a life of love and good deeds.

(Pelagianism is the teaching that mankind
b is generally good by nature and does not
N need God’s grace to do good deeds. The
Romanists condemned Pelagianism, yet
they teach a modified form of it, which is
called Semi-Pelagianism.)

'IhL righteous
‘Wlll live by fith,

We need God’s grace, the Romanists
say, yet with the help of God’s power
(grace) given us through the Roman
Church, we can become worthy of
eternal life via our works.
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