
1And we, the strong, ought to bear the weaknesses of 

the ones without strength and not to please ourselves.  
2Let each one of us please the neighbor for the good, 

toward building up.  3Indeed, even the Christ did not 

please himself, but just as it stands written: “The 

reviling of the ones who reviled you fell upon me.” 4For 

as much as was written previously was written for our 

teaching so that through the patient endurance and 

through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope.

5And may the God of patient endurance and of 

encouragement give to you the same mindset among 

one another in accord with Christ Jesus, 6so that with 

the same purpose you might with one mouth glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  7Therefore, 

receive one another to yourselves, just as the Christ 

also received you to Himself to [the] glory of God.



While 15:1 does mark a very slight 

change in Paul’s argument the chapter 

break between 14:23 and 15:1 is poorly 

located.  As we have seen in Romans, and 

for that matter, throughout Scripture, 

chapter breaks are disruptive and 

seemingly improperly placed.3 These 

“artificial” breaks can and do create 

confusion, especially when it’s the case 

that some believe that each chapter is a 

new topic.
3In the original text of Holy Writ, there are no chapter or verse 

divisions.  The chapter and verse division began in the 4th

Century with an early manuscript called the Codex Vaticanus.  
The final chapter divisions took place in its final form in 1227 by 

Stephen Langton, the later Archbishop of Canterbury (so you can 
blame or thank an Englishman!).



However, 15:1-7 actually wraps up Paul’s 

discussion, introduced in 14:1, of the 

ongoing relevance of OT regulations for 

festivals, and particularly, foods.  The 

issue of their (ir)relevance for the 

Christian life seems to have become 

particularly disruptive within and among 

the house-churches in Rome.  Thus, 15:1-

7 continues in the same vein as the 

previous section (14:13b-23) as it is also 

aimed most directly at the “strong!”
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