
To the Strong:

Implications and 

Applications



The 

Kingdom 

Lived Out –

Horizontally

Sadly, and all too often, Christian conduct 

toward those within and among various 

churches has been sorely lacking 

throughout history.  It has been replaced, 

instead, by slandering one another within 

the Church universal (v.16) and, then, as a 

result, by “the name of God…being 

blasphemed” (2:24) by unbelievers.  Paul 

is pointing the Christians in Rome and 

those at Shepherd of the Springs to a 

different and better way!



19Consequently then, we are pursuing the things of peace and the 

things of the building up for one another.  



20Do not, for the sake of food, tear down the work of God.  On the 

one hand, all things are [ritually] clean, but [they can be] a bad 

thing for the person who eats through stumbling.  21[It is] better not 

to eat meat or to drink wine nor [to do anything] in which your 

brother stumbles.  22a[As for] you, [the] faith which you have in 

accord with yourself, have before God.
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22bBlessed is the one who is not judging himself in what he 

approves.



22bBlessed is the one who is not judging himself in what he 

approves.



23aBut the one who makes a distinction, if he eats, he 

has pronounced a sentence upon himself and remains 

under judgment because [the eating is] not from faith.
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23bAnd everything which is not from faith is sin.




