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1Let every person be subject to authorities who are in 

high positions.



Divine 
Ordering

For there is not an authority except by God, and the 

ones which exist have been ordered and remain in 

place by God.
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2So then, the one who opposes the authority has 

stood against the ordnances of God, and the ones 

who stand against [God] will receive judgment for 

themselves.

Rebellion
has 

Consequences!
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3For the rulers are not a [cause of] fear for [one 

doing] the good work, but for [one doing] evil.  Do 

you then wish not to fear the authority?  Do that 

which is good, and you will have praise from it.   
4Indeed, he is God’s servant to you for the good.  

But if you do evil, fear!  For he is God’s servant, an 

avenger for the wrath to the one who practices evil.
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4Indeed, he is God’s servant to you for the good.  

But if you do evil, fear!  For he is God’s servant, an 

avenger for the wrath to the one who practices evil.

What about 
Capital 

Punishment?



5Therefore, [it is] a necessity to be subject, not 

only on account of the wrath but also on account of 

the conscience.

Reasons for 
Submitting
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6Indeed, on account of this you are also paying 

taxes.  For they are God’s ministers, holding fast to 

this very thing.
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7Give back to all people the things that are owned:  

the tax to the one [owed] the tax, revenue to the 

one [owed] revenue, fear to the one [owed] fear, 

honor to the one [owed] honor.

Taxes, and 
more, are 

Due!
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