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In contrast with much of Romans, the problems
with this section do not so much concern
understanding exactly what Paul means. The
degree of difficulty is striving to put into action
what he is teaching! The heading of this section,
“Authentic Love,” attempts to convey the actual
nature of the opening phrase of 12:9, which we
will discuss momentarily.

Paul begins to expound upon the authentic love
in this texts, and then, he returns to use the verb
“to love” (oryomoiw) three times and the noun
“love” (ovyorn) once in 13:8-10. Thus, it seems
most proper to view all of 12:9 — 13:10 as Paul’s
explanation of authentic love. Love, then, not
only includes the items detailed in today’s
teaching, but also involves submitting to the
authorities (cf. 13:1-7).
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This love defining section vividly demonstrates
how Paul’s God-given understanding of love
stands in sharp contrast with what the world
perceives love to be. In this fallen world, love
degenerates into seeking favorable treatment from
someone or, in the least, garnering a favorable
response. Such “tit for tat” love offered only
selectively and exclusively is conditioned upon
personal satisfaction. Paul clearly calls such
“love” hypocritical.

Hence, it is clearly evident in our culture that love
consists primarily on subjective emotional feelings
and/or sexual gratification. Paul engages the
matter of proper and improper sexual behavior in
other letters (cf. 1 Cor 6; Eph 5; Col 3; 1 Thess 4);
yet, and strikingly, he only addresses improper
sexual conduct quite briefly in Roman (1:24, 26-27;
13:13).



Finally, in response to God’s love
and mercies shown to us, Paul
intends to elicit love from us
chiefly by portraying what love is
in action, rather than issuing
injunctions which orders us to
produce love...which isn’t

. 4 possible, anyhow!
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Love [is] without hypocrisy...:

oman

12:9

Paul begins with a straightforward
statement, which may lead you to ask,
first of all, the classic Lutheran
question: “What does that mean?”

You could then ask a follow up, which
may be more precise, “What doe
The authentic love look like?” Paul
answers these two questions
S0u "C%‘Of beginning with the last half of v.9
AVEREal=Inld[ol through v.21 by explaining what
vae‘;‘ h authentic love looks like in action!
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%Love [is] without hypocrisy...:

Before we proceed, you must understand
how Paul uses the noun “love” (oryoirn).
His use of love in Romans communicates
the love of the Holy Triune God: The Father
(5:5, 8; 8:39), Christ Jesus (8:35), and
through the Holy Spirit (5:5; and soon in
15:30). His love is for you!!l! The same is
also true of the cognate verb (ovyomwow) (cf.
The 8:37; 9:13, 25). Only here does Paul begin
to use oryon for the Christians’ love.
Hence, love from God in Christ Jesus
through the Holy Spirit to you then serves
as the foundation and motivation for all
Christ-like behavior.
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%_.abhorring the evil, :
Romans o i Tl
‘ Paul now begins his rather long discussion of

]12:95 authentic love by asserting that it entails
“abhorring evil!” The verb that Paul uses for
“abhorring” is related to the word that he has
used to describe fallen humanity as they are
“hating God” (1:30). Paul then follows with
another very strong adjective: | (movnpov)!
Properly, this word means pain-ridden,
emphasizing the inevitable agonies (misery) that

The always come with evil.

S £ Paul then counters by stating, “c/inging fo the
e~ ‘O urc e,.‘ O good” which conveys an emphatic, even an
Nt "N intimate sense that is Christ-like. Hence, in
¢u th €N t‘IlC Romans 12, we see how Paul demonstrate this
We\V/=' = | general content and we also see the same
"% ¥ structure in 1 Thess 5:21b-22.
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’ 102_in brotherly love [showing] familial
mani affection for one another,

2231738 Paul now adds a comment about
Christians relating to each other in
“genuine love” by using two other
“love” terms: “brotherly love”
(drroderdror) and “Familial affection”
(drrootopyoc). First, “brotherly love”
is a word that most of us can
understand (and of which we have a
city in PA named). This noun properly
refers to the love of brothers and
sisters!




102_in brotherly love [showing] familial
--*’manb affection for one another,

72:70a Secondly, “familial affection” refers to
parental love or the reciprocal tenderness
of parents and children. Paul is describing
the love that Christians are to have for each
other should be that of the love found in a
loving family! As Paul has already stated,
“we, the many, are one body. in Christ”
(12:5), so as these members “do not have
the same function” (12:4), so in a family
:.- there is also a difference between
grandparents, parents, and children. This
@mnﬂ leads into the next section, which details
it WU@@ X how Christians honor and serve one
- 8 8 another!




10b,.. in honor leading the way for one another,
'"in zeal not [being] lazy, in the Spirit blazing,
serving as slaves to the Lord,

Paul’s next string of statements depicts
actual expressions of authentic love within
the Christian family and he concludes with
yet another “love” term “love of strangers”
(v.13). In 10b, Paul makes an important
statement that is awkward when translated
into English. Essentially, he is saying that
you must not wait to be honored by others,
and do not seek honor for self (cf. St. Luke
14:7-11; 20:45-47). Instead, take the initiative
in honoring others! This is very hard in our
present day culture, but this is a sign of

authentic love that Christians are to exhibit!




