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THE FOLLOWING CHART IS A GRAPHIC EXPLANATION 

OF VV. 25-26A:

1. Roots (16, 17) Believing Patriarchs (v.28)

2. Branches “in accord with nature (18, 24) Ethnic Israelites/Jews

3. Some broken-off branches (17, 19, 20) Unbelieving “some” of Israel (20, 23, 25b)

4. Remaining (“them” (17)); re-grafted (23) 

natural branches
Fullness of Israel/believing Jews (12)

5. Contrary to nature, grafted-in branches 

(17, 19, 24)
Fullness of believing Gentiles (11-12, 25)

6. Olive Tree (17-24) “All Israel” all believers in faith  (26a)
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OT 
Attestation 

of the 
Mystery 

Made Known 
(26b-27)

26bas it stands written:

“The Rescuer will come from Zion.

He will turn away godlessness from Jacob.
27And this is the covenant from Me for them,

when I take away their sins.”



Summary
of the 

Theology
of Romans

(28-32)

28On the one hand, with respect to the Good News [they 

are] enemies for your sake, but, on the other hand, 

with respect to the choosing [of God, they are] loved 

on account of the patriarchs…,



Summary
of the 

Theology
of Romans

(28-32)

29…for the gracious gifts and the calling of God [are] 

without regret.



Summary
of the 

Theology
of Romans

(28-32)

30For just as you were formerly unpersuaded to God but 

now you were shown mercy by the unpersuadedness of 

these ones, 31thus also now these were unpersuaded for 

your mercy in order that they might also now be shown 

mercy.

The dominant note of these two verses 

is the use of “mercy” three times (and 

you’ll see the same in v.32).  There are 

also three uses of the Greek noun 

(ajpeivqeia):  to be unpersuaded or 

unpersuadedness.  This noun refers to 

not being persuaded in regard to 

something received or heard, and so in 

some contexts it denotes disbelief in 

the Holy Gospel.
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30For just as you were formerly unpersuaded to God 

but now you were shown mercy by the 

unpersuadedness of these ones, 31thus also now these 

were unpersuaded for your mercy in order that they 

might also now be shown mercy.

In context of Romans, “For just as you were 

formerly unpersuaded to God,” sums up 

how the Gentiles, in general, not only lacked 

faith in Christ Jesus but were not even 

convinced that the eternal power and divine 

majesty of God displayed in His creation 

were sufficient to garner the praise and 

worship of Him.  Instead, they actively 

exchanged all the evidence that God provided 

for utter and increasing depravity.  Thus, 

God, in His justice, “gave them over” (1:24, 

26, 28).
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30For just as you were formerly unpersuaded to God 

but now you were shown mercy by the unpersuadedness 

of these ones, 31thus also now these were unpersuaded 

for your mercy in order that they might also now be 

shown mercy.

Then, in 30b, Paul states:  “…but now you were 

shown mercy by the unpersuadedness of these 

ones.” However, the Gentiles were shown mercy 

due to the fact that the “some” of Israel refused 

to believe the Good News of Christ.  Therefore, 

Paul was sent to proclaim the Good News to 

Gentiles and in hearing the Word of Christ, the 

Gentiles repented and have now believed and 

have been saved.  It’s important for you to 

remember that the “some” of Israel actively 

rejected the message of Christ.  Faith comes from 

passive hearing, but humans can choose to refuse 

to believe what they hear!
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(28-32)

30For just as you were formerly unpersuaded to God 

but now you were shown mercy by the unpersuadedness 

of these ones, 31thus also now these were unpersuaded 

for your mercy in order that they might also now be 

shown mercy.

Verse 31 is the summarization of verse 30.  

It shows how God reacts to the response 

of unbelief by “some” in Israel.  Initially, 

it was a great benefit to Gentile believers, 

a great good in and of itself!  Yet God 

does intend (shown by a “hina” (i{na) 

clause, once again) that by showing 

mercy to Gentiles that His purpose will be 

realized by the “some” of Israel that, in 

their repentance, He will also show them 

mercy.



Summary
of the 

Theology
of Romans

(28-32)

32Indeed, God locked up all people into 

unpersuadedness in order that He might show 

mercy to all.

This is an all-inclusive and very 

climatic assertion!  Paul encapsulates 

earlier themes by summarizing the 

unpersuadedness; the first part of his 

letter in 1:18 – 3:20; and God’s 

merciful actions in 3:21 – 5:11.  And 

note, that this verse is not about 

humanity, but God and His merciful 

work toward all mankind.  What does 

Paul mean by “…locked up all people 

into unpersuadedness?”
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of the 

Theology
of Romans

(28-32)

32Indeed, God locked up all people into 

unpersuadedness in order that He might show 

mercy to all.

It is God’s divine reaction to sinful 

humanity’s inadequate response to the 

revelation of God in creation (1:18-32) 

and to His Word (2:1 – 3:20)!  Therefore, 

God confines all people in the state that 

they chose for themselves and then He 

announces the resulting, impending, and 

divine consequence!  How does God do 

the “locking up?”

The Law! The Law reveals sin and there 

is the imprisonment:  “under sin” (Gal 

3:22; Rom 3:9; 5:20-21).



Summary
of the 

Theology
of Romans

(28-32)

32Indeed, God locked up all people into 

unpersuadedness in order that He might show 

mercy to all.

Yet, how does God “show mercy to all?”  

Christ Jesus, the Christological focus that 

is also affirmed repeatedly in Romans 

(3:21-22, 26; 10:4, 9, 17).  Once again, 

you must remember, that God’s kindness 

does not eliminate His severity.  The Lord 

does not force His mercy onto anyone; 

those who do reject His grace, however, 

will face His divine wrath!

Let’s review Romans 3:22b-24!



33Oh, the depth of the riches of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unfathomable His judgments and 

incomprehensible His ways!

34“Indeed, who knew [the] mind of [the] 

Lord?

Or who has become His counselor?”

35“And who has given previously to Him

so that it should be repaid to Him?”

36Because all things [are] from Him and 

through Him and to Him.

To Him [is] the glory into the ages.

Amen!
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1.  V.33 – rejoices in the “riches and wisdom and 

knowledge” of God.

2.  Vv. 34, 35 – three rhetorical questions, with 

an implied answer of: “NO One!”

3.  V.36 – three prepositions, 

“from…through…to,” followed by the third 

person singular personal pronoun Him, referring 

to God.



36bTo Him [is] the glory into the ages.  

Amen!

Paul demonstrates for us the most 

adequate response as we consider 

the all-encompassing salvific work 

of God in Christ Jesus throughout 

history!  Paul, therefore, concludes 

by leading us in reverent and 

joyful praise!

Soli Deo Gloria! Amen!







And begin to 
ponder our 
next study!
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