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19You will then say, “Branches were broken off so 

that I might be grafted in.”
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24For if you, contrary to nature according to a wild olive 

tree were cut off, and, contrary to nature, were grafted 

into a cultivated olive tree, how much more these, who 

[are] according to nature, will be grafted into their own 

olive tree.
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THE BOW-TIE DIAGRAM1

1This diagram and the Olive Tree Analogy following this slide is 

adapted from:  Middendorf, Michael. Romans, 9-16. Concordia 

Commentary, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 2016, p.1131.  

All Creation was 

“Very Good!”

(Genesis 1:31)

The 

Promise
(Gen 3:15) 12 Tribes 

of Israel
(Ex. 19:1-7)

The 

Remnant
(Jer. 23:3-8)

Abraham
(Gen 12:1-3)

David
(2 Sam 7)

Jesus Christ
(St. Luke 24:27, 44-

47; St. John 5:39)

12 Disciples
(St. Mark 3:14-19)

Pentecost
(Acts 2)

Disciples from All 

Nations
(Is. 49:6)

(St. Matt 28:18-20)

Lost Sheep 

of Israel
(St. Matt 15:24)

Gentiles
(Acts 10-11, 15)

The OT (Left Side) looks toward and narrows to, and is fulfilled at 

center point which represents the birth, life, ministry, death, and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah/Christ!

The NT (Right Side) represents all that flows from Jesus, initially 

to the Twelve, to the people of Israel, and then to all the world!  



GOD’S ONE OLIVE TREE

NT Jewish & Gentile Believers

(The Branches)

Jesus the Christ (The Trunk)

OT Patriarchs (The Roots)

This is the Olive Tree 

analogy that St. Paul 

uses to depict God’s 

One Tree and God’s 

One People.  Clearly, 

Rom. 11:13-24 does 

not teach 

“Replacement 

Theology!”

This diagram also makes 

it clear that the use of the 

term “new Israel” is also 

misleading!  

“God’s One People:  His Israel”
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