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9You will then say, “Branches were broken off so

ag m.an.b that | might be grafted in.”

’ ] s 2 0— 2 4 The early Church father, Ambrosiaster (c. 4
century), gives the true theological explanation:

“But the Jews were not condemned by God in
order to let the Gentiles in. They condemned
themselves by rejecting God’s gift, and by doing
that they gave the Gentiles an opportunity to be
saved [by God’s grace]. Paul wants to stop this
boasting, so that we might rejoice in our
salvation rather than insult the weak. For the
man who insults a sinner is easily deceived.”"

! Ambrosiaster, Commentary on Paul's Epistles, (Bray,
Romans, ACCS NT 6:284).
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20Rjghtly so; they were broken off by [their]
unbelief; however, you by faith stand.

Paul now gives answer and affirms
Ambrosiaster’s assessment. However, St.
Paul qualifies his answer only in reference

to “unbelief” and “faith!”

Soon, you will see the ground or
foundation for remaining standing in the
tree 1s NOT human faith, but God’s grace
(11:5, 6) and kindness (three x 1n v.22).

Here, we now have a fundamental
explanation for what happen to the
“some” 1n Israel (11:17). Everything

hangs on FAITH!



20Rightly so; they were broken off by [their] unbelief;
dg manb however, you by faith stand.

Going back to 1:16-17, Paul has been stressing
’ ] '2 0"2 4 faith/belief. This is most apparent in 3:21-31,
where “faith” occurs eight times and Paul,
similarly, excludes all boasting! Paul also
demonstrates that this is the faith of Abraham in
Chapter 4 by the use of the noun (faith — mio7T1C)
and the cognate verb “believe” (m1oTEVM).

You may ask: What’s the reason for the
“unbelief” by “some” in Israel? It’s due to their

: seeking to obtain righteousness “as if [it could be
SECTION IL: attained] from works ™ (9:32; 11:7a). Attempting

R »

o PARULES % to “establish” one’s own righteousness by works
' z@eNJz@ﬁL OGIHES results in stumbling over the One in whom Israel
c]' /ze @9 (and all people) are to believe (9:32, 33; 11:11),
V9% (% o) ) through faith, in whom one is credited with

‘¥ righteousness (4:3, here citing Gen 15:6).
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20Rightly so; they were broken off by [their] unbelief;
however, you by faith stand.

Y §3.{18.0 4 Consequently, their striving after works is

what prompts the “some” in Israel to not
listen responsively to or believe the Good
News (10:16-17); to their tripping (11:11); not
attaining/obtaining (9:31; 11:7a); and the
resulting fallen state (11:11, 22). God reacts
to their unbelief by breaking off (11:20) and
hardening (11:7a)! Yet, be aware, this doesn’t
nullify His promises to everyone in Israel
(and to all people). A remnant of those
chosen by Him remains in His Tree of Grace
(11:5, 7). Thus, those who fall into unbelief
need not remain in their unbelief (cf. 11:11-
12, 23-24).




20Rjghtly so; they were broken off by [their] unbelief;
dg manb however, you by faith 2

] ] :2 0—2 4 Paul now makes a contrast to being
“broken off” by uses a form of the Greek
verb “to stand” (lotnur). The form that
St. Paul uses 1s 1n 1ts perfect tense that
conveys that a past action brought about
“by faith” remains in effect (through faith
in Jesus Christ). One way to translate this
verb 1s: “you have stood and you remain
S AWNONRIEE sanding” by faith! It is faith, and faith
L PAUILS alone, characterized solely by receptivity,
which 1s the only way to maintain
relationship with God!
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20bBe not high minded, but be afraid. Z'Indeed, if God did
| manb not spare the natural branches, neither will He not spare

77:20-24

you at all.

Paul will now explicitly warn Gentiles.
Again, Paul warns that since their
relationship with others (Jews) fully
depends upon their receptive faith in
Christ Jesus, any sense of self-
importance 1s completely unwarranted
and all their notions of superiority must
be excluded (cf. 3:27). The Formula of
@38 Concord succinctly captures Paul’s

- dffoe. positive purpose:

-d?dn.i»tio

Fentilesy:




20bBe not high minded, but be afraid. Z'Indeed, if God did
manb not spare the natural branches, neither will He not spare

’ ]:20-24 you at all.

“This will lead us to live in the fear
\’ of God and to recognize and glorify
God’s goodness to us without and
contrary to our'deserving, to whom
[H]e gives and preserves [H]is

Word and whom'|[EHje does not
harden andireject=E; SD X1 59]
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20bBe not high minded, but be afraid. 2'Indeed, if God did
| manb not spare the natural branches, neither will He not spare

y you at all.
17:20-24 3
The Greek word for “afraid” (doBov) is

an imperative, thus: fear! However,
it’s not an admonishment to the
Gentiles that they should be terrified of
God (and therefore avoid Him), but it 1s
a warning that goes beyond Godly awe.
It 1s an admonishment, however, to
remain 1n faith, lest they too stumble
and fall from grace.
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20bBe not high minded, but be afraid. Z'Indeed, if God did
| manb not spare the natural branches, neither will He not spare

77:20-24

you at all.

Verse 21 continues to convey an ominous
warning! The form of the verb “spare” 1s
the exact same word that Paul used in
8:32, which says that God “did not spare
His own Son,” but the “not sparing” here
hardly 1s a comparison in regard to the
suffering of Israel as a vicarious suffering.
However, why did God not “spare” the
branches of [srael? Because of their
: unbelief! Once again, if God did not spare
- floxe the unbelieving natural branches of Israel,
-d?dn.i»tion. neither will He spare you Gentiles if you,
E’f‘ 3 likewise, do not continue to stand in faith!




Romans
17:20-24

22Behold, therefore, [the] kindness and severity of God;
indeed, having fallen upon those, severity; however,
toward you, [the] kindness of God, if you remain in His
kindness; otherwise, you also will be cut off.

“Behold, therefore!” With this
interjection, St. Paul grabs his hearers’
(and your) attention in order to state the
conclusion to be drawn from his
discussion. Paul’s main focus 1s not
upon Jews or Gentiles, neither human
faith nor unbelief. Instead, he makes a
very important assertion about God!
And Paul draws this theological truth
by the use of an analogy: The Olive-
Tree.




