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Section II:  
Paul’s 

Analogies -
“The Major 
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the Olive Tree” 

(v.17)

17If, however, some of the branches were broken off, 

you now, being a wild olive [branch], were grafted in 

among them and a fellow-partaker with the root of 

the oily sap of the olive tree…,



Analogy Explanation

Wild Olive Tree (ajgrievlaioV) – a compound 

noun:  a[grioV – “wild” “uncultivated” and elaiva 

– “olive tree.”  

Gentiles

Graft (ejgkentrivzw) – literally to “in puncture” 

and this verb is uses six times in this section and is 

used in the passive each time, i.e., God is doing 

the grafting!

This verb, in the NT, always refers to God combining 

His two redeemed ethnic groups (OT & NT believers) 

into One people

Fellow-Partaker (sunkoinwnovV) – “A close 

companion; a joint-sharer; to participate with 

others.”

This implies that both the “root” and the “branches” 

benefit from the rich sap of the tree.  It also brings 

out the significance of the concept of Koinonia (Life 

Together)!

Root ( JrizhV) – this word can have a number of 

meanings:  “progenitors” or “cause, origin, 

source”

In the context of Rom 11, Paul is referring to the 

patriarchs (cf. v.28); in the context of the NT Church 

the root is Jesus Christ!



Analogy Explanation

Oily sap (piovthV) – richness (oiliness) or fatness.

This word is a derivative of “to drink.”  Thus, to 

partake, to drink from the nourishing “water” and 

“blood” of the Sacraments (and the preached Word) for 

the purpose of sanctification.  Jesus speaks of this in St. 

John 6.

Olive Tree (elaiva) 
Figuratively, the people of God indwelt by the Holy 

Spirit (the fulfillment of the piovthV.)  

Boast (katakaucw:) – “boast against,” “exult over 

by use of false superiority.”

Paul is telling Gentiles that acting as if you are above 

the fallen Jews is boasting or using false superiority.  

Remembering the use of the Greek passives, the 

Gentiles did nothing to become adopted; it was all 

God’s work!  Don’t hold God’s actions over others as if 

you brought them upon yourself.  You are fortunate to 

be included, and you don’t deserve it.  It’s sad that the 

Jews have fallen away; however, they are to be treated 

with utmost care for their soul’s salvation.

High minded (frovnei) – “think too highly of self;” 

“conceited.”  

This word is quite difficult to translate, since it 

combines the visceral and cognitive aspects of thinking.

Be afraid (fobou:) – “fear” “dread” or 

“reverence.”

The proper fear of God means to respect and hold Him 

in awe, never taking for granted the gifts He bestows 

upon you.  Always approaching Him in deep respect, 

remembering your unworthiness, and with utmost 

reverence of His grace, mercy, peace and love.
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