The Book of Romans

(ITPOX PQMAIOYZ)




Luther on Romans

“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament,
and is truly the purest Gospel. It is worthy not only that
every Christian should know it word for word, by heart,
but also that he should occupy himself with it everyday,

as the daily bread of the soul. We can never read it or
ponder it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more
precious it becomes and the better it tastes.”

“In this epistle we thus find most abundantly the things
that a Christian ought to know, namely, what is law,
gospel, sin, punishment, grace, faith, righteousness, Christ,
God, good works, love, hope, and the cross; and also how
we are to conduct ourselves toward everyone, be he
righteous or a sinner, strong or weak, friend or foe— and
even toward our own selves” (LW 35:380).



Background

It is historically natural and fitting that the Letter to
the Romans has always been of special interest and
import to Western Christendom.
With this letter, St. Paul is
looking westward and he hopes
of coming to Rome of which he
had been cherishing “for many
years” (15:23).

Paul met Aquila and Priscilla as Il
early as A.D. 50. An edict of Emperor Claudius
banishing all Jews from Rome had brought them,
destined to be so dear and so valuable to Paul, to
Corinth, where Paul was then beginning his work.



Background




Background

They could tell him of the church (or, more
accurately, churches) in that key city of the
empire, its life, its problems, and its
possibilities, especially its possibilities as
missionary center for the western of the
Roman Empire, It this last point that was
no doubt of greatest interest to Paul, whose
missionary strategy had as its chief object the
founding of churches in the key cities of the
empire, had carried him from
Antioch to Corinth and Ephesus.



The Occasion of the Letter

It was probably in late summer A.D. 55, when
Paul was about to conclude his work at Ephesus
and was about to return to
Jerusalem with the offering
gathered among the
Gentiles for the poverty-
stricken saints of Jerusalem,
that Paul gave expression to
his long cherished hope of
going to Rome: “/ fier ]
have been there [Jerusalem)],
must also see Rome” (Acts 19:21).




The Occasion of the Letter

He spoke of that hope again when he wrote to the
Corinthians from Macedonia a few weeks later:

“Our hope is that as your faith

h increases, our field among you
may be greatly enlarged, so that
we may preach the gospel in
lands beyomnd you” @ co. w0s-1)
“Lands beyond you” —this
expression coming from a man
who had been working his
way westward “from Jerusalem
and as far round as Illyricum” in
northwestern Greece. Romans 15:19
surely points to the West.




The Occasion of the Letter

h hillipi

(v Antioc
Cornth eSS

Mediterraneén Sea "\ |srael
ASICa” Jorysalem

Egypt

3rd Missionary Journe



