


EDh@SUﬂS

SEoremosit @n@f
InPASIAl.

>N@aﬂ'ﬂy 25@»@‘}
Cinfpopulation

D liradinie @@mﬁ@ﬂ’
(Fhizee routes)

~Hiomeltothe

Femiplietof: Dnam
(Artennis)




Tt
gt 01

i

100 times

- - "_7<'_ L
by~ Tol e o ot T
. . AT

-

o b




: P&mﬂ Il Tﬂm@)@hy to pasft@zt' iﬂl‘n@ @Ilmmh of Eph@sm@ 1
(1 Fim) 115335 (el O2=03) D))

~lihepicturclisithelGrandiBoul eyvandifalsorcallied
 thieWayrofsthe:Mantyis SDusinesthespersecutions
—offDonmitiani thiousandisiweresmancheditorthie skeal;
-~ hierdedionitosships, Stalienitor Romie, anid mamtw@@ﬂ
fum fﬂlne @@Hﬂg%@rmmq




Who's Spealing? (2:1)
“...He Who holds the seven stars in His
right hand::-“identifies thie'@ne whose
Wornds ae torberwiitten; not Jolhn:s, bt
thie slonrifiedirisentChinis s thie Eord of:
the Churcht

By HilstPizesemnice wia s
Thie Holy Spinit,
Jesuistspealss Hils
Word to']ohimn:




What He Knows (2:2-4)
The Lord is fully aware of what is
happening in His churches. He commends
~ their sincerity for the Lord, their
. steadfastness in the truth, and their
~ testing of all teachings in comparison with
Scripture -- this is how you find out who is
a false prophet.

- This takes a good deal of difficult research
and careful thinking, but they have not
. given up (cf. 1 Jn 4:1-6).
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What He Einds Wrong!

Vi the
Ephesians’' were zealous about sound doctrine
(Biblical teaching) out of love for Christ. They
~ knew that false teaching ultimately destroys
the life-giving Gospel, but that zeal had now
degenerated to simply zeal for sound

_ doctrine. They had forgotten the reason to be
~ filled with zeal for sound doctrine, i.e., their

first love, the Lord Jesus Christ!
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What He Finds Wrong!
There is a progression seen in the congregation
which has been seen many times in many churches
since. It begins with a very Godly zeal for Christ

through protecting sound teaching, which eventually
can degenerate into a simple zeal for sound teaching

~ which, legalistically, forgets the Gospel.

[Ehiisisitaleesthientdieveneratestimitorardhiitrchthiaviinie

AEtiOn). [Elenee their st lowe; Christ; 1S miSSinos
evensthioughtthielotitwardformiandilanoutaloerof:
(Ehristiamity is stilll presemt (Soumdl mmiliam)s 1Hhe
tome of Chmsts lletter does met scem (o fndicnte thnt
e [Epihnesians had deaenerited past the st Ste il
thistdownwardiprogression:
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He Calls Eor Repentance (Vv. 5-6)

Repent!

 GolbaclStoouifiis@lovetbecausie othenwisetthe
- Wordhwillfberentitelyilos gandiyountwallfceasieitorbiera
. chiubelh (H will remove your lamp stand from nff O

~ The Lord desires not only hard work, but also our w z

* heart and being. Sadly, the church in the present day

~ village which was Ephesus is nonexistent. Modern d

. churches can be wiped out by silting up with the my

~ sluggishness, indifference, and layer-on-layer of thi’,

~  which are foreign to the spirit and life of Chl‘lStlanl g
i (See Matt. 13:3-7.) -
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The Nicolaitans (v.6)

Followers of Nicolaus who taught that
sincere, faithful Christians could openly
indulge in pleasures of the flesh and still
" remain faithful to Christ. Their sect was
found in Ephesus and Pergamum.

Nicolaus is unknown, but what is known

. that this was an antinomian sect which

- claimed license for sensual sins. According
to Eusebius, this sect dissolved quickly?

~ lEcclesiastical History, 3.29.1
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His Promise (v.7)

This is a call for all who read this to pay attention
and heed the Lord of the Church.

-~ Notte thaltchuichiesssisiplural SWihilefthils
mlessagerisispecifiicallysfoirthe Ephesians Sitils
alsoredifiyinesforalitchiricdhie s tersidwaistieald
At copied; thelletterwonlld be distmbuted to e
othieirchurchiessililvisiwalsfalconmmonspractice:

The Christian life is
a struggle which can be lost due to apathy! The
devil’s strategy...: make it so hard to be Christian that
you eventually desire the easier life of non-striving,
but still retaining church membership.
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" PERSECUTION FOR THE FAITH HAD ALREADY BEGUN |
BUT WOULD BE ENDED. IT WAS THE JEWS WHO E
WOULD STIR UP THE ROMAN AUTHORITIES CLAIMING '
. THAT THE CHRISTLANS WERE AGAINST HUMANITY |
. AND WOULD NOT WORSHIP ANY ROMAN GODS.

THEY CLAIM TO BE JEWS, BUT ARE NOT, FOR BEING '

A DESCENDANT OF ABRAHAM IS A SPIRITUAL AND

.~ NOT A BIOLOGICAL CONDITION (CF. MATT 3:9; ROM 9:6- |

8 GAL 3:26-29). IN REALITY THOSE WHO REJECT THE
PROMISE IN CHRIST, NO MATTER THEIR |

- FOREFATHERS, ARE THE CHILDREN OF SATAN AND

- GO TO HIS SYNAGOGUE (JOHN 8:39-47). ONE OF

~ SATAN’S MOST EFFECT 'mcncs IS TO WORK UNDER

TR &ITICSE OF REI IGION - e



Most often thetfirstChristiansiwere
lowen poorericlassessSolthenieyesiwerernotfilled
withtworldlysthinessliheiwell=to=doraneiusually too
distractedibystivelpossibilityiofsworldlyfoain s busy;
schedulessinipunsuiitoffwhatthis lifelhasito offer,
and ethersuchithings:

But thoselChristianstatSmyrnarane rchiinithatthey;
haverallowedinotfalseldoctne orwaysitoiprosperiin
thensmidst:






-- eternal death. We are born
into this life physically alive, but spiritually dead.
At your Baptism, faith in Jesus Christ is given as a
gift as is spiritual life, and therefore you have a
second life. When your life on earth ends; spiritual
life continues.

However, the one who is spiritually dead, and then
dies physically bears both spiritual and physical
death -- a second death.



i.e. perseveres in the faith, will
not lose their spiritual life, even if they lose their
physical life. The implied warning is that those of
the household of faith who do not persevere in the
faith -- they either give up the faith, or lose it out of
neglect -- will be subject to the second or eternal

death.



i.e. perseveres in the faith, will
not lose their spiritual life, even if they lose their
physical life. The implied warning is that those of
the household of faith who do not persevere in the
faith -- they either give up the faith, or lose it out of
neglect -- will be subject to the second or eternal

death.



