




The Lamb, Mt. Zion, and the 144,000









The Divine liturgy/hymnody is 

for believers – only believers 

can learn, understand, and 

appreciate it.

Question:



The Divine liturgy/hymnody is 

for believers – only believers 

can learn, understand, and 

appreciate it.



This refers to the purity 

which exists in all 

believers. The reference 

here is to sexual 

immorality (cf. v. 8).

Believers are clothed in 

the robe of Christ’s 

holiness and 

righteousness. They are 

pure, seen by God as 

“virgins.”



More language describing 

the purity of all believers, 

which is theirs through 

faith in Christ. The

point being made here is 

that the 144,000 (all 

believers of all time, 

including you and me)

are perfectly holy and 

righteous through faith in 

Christ, for His perfect 

holiness and righteousness 

covers our imperfections 

and sinfulness. 



On the Great Last 

Day, believers 

will be seen for 

who they truly 

are and then will 

dwell in perfect 

bliss forever!





Many Lutheran commentators throughout history have 

interpreted this to be referring to Martin Luther and the 

Reformation:  “[Dr. Luther] brought back and preached 

the eternal Gospel of the justification of a poor sinner 

through the merits of Jesus Christ alone, by faith.  In 

the very midst of the kingdom of Antichrist he preached 

this Gospel, and with such divine zeal and power that 

many thousands of captives were filled with joy over 

the deliverance here proclaimed” (Dr. Paul E. 

Kretzmann, The Popular Commentary of the Bible).



Certainly, one would not deny the fact that Luther 

proclaimed the eternal Gospel in the midst of the Antichrist 

and reclaimed the central article of the Christian faith, i.e. 

we are justified by grace alone, through faith alone, in 

Christ alone. Yet, the context suggests that this angel brings 

forth the eternal Gospel throughout history (“to every 

nation and tribe and language and people”).



This is the 

first time 

Babylon is 

used in 

Revelation; 

we’ll see it 

again later in 

16:19, 17:5, 

18:2, 10, 21. 

Babylon is the 

symbolic





A repeat for emphasis of what we heard in Ch. 13. 

There are only two kinds of people – unbelievers (who 

have the mark of the beast) and believers (who have the 

Divine Name written upon their foreheads).

The image is especially graphic, urging unbelievers  to 

repent; yet, if they do not, they 

and suffer eternally in Hell. The Lamb 

and His holy angels will oversee this judgment, 

ushering in its fullness on the Last Day. 







This is the second Beatitude of Revelation:  Believers 

who die are blessed because their spirits are brought 

to the Paradise of heaven to join in the heavenly choir 

around the throne where the Lamb sits (cf. Luke 

16:19-31).  They are released from all the troubles of 

this earthly life and “may rest from their labors.”

“Their deeds follow them!” – All the good works done 

by them are rewarded in heaven. Good works do not 

get them to heaven, but they are rewarded there. The 

greatest good work is to live a life of daily repentance, 

trust in Christ, and to partake of the gifts He serves. 

The greatest “deed” is to believe in Jesus. Works 

naturally and spontaneously flow from that faith. They 

will be put on display on the Last Day (cf. Matt. 25).












