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IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE
HORRIFIC VISION OF THE DRAGON
AND TWO BEASTS WHO ROAR
ABOUT SEEKING TO DEVOUR GOD’S
CHILDREN, ST. JOHN IS GIVEN
VISIONS FULL OF COMFORT,
STRENGTH AND CONSOLATION FOR
ALL BELIEVERS.
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The Lamb, Mt. Zion, and the 144,000

TRE LAMEB STANDS AMOPR M. ZION AND WA Rl
TrlE 14k 000 WrO FAD RIS NAME AND RIS
FATFIER’S NAME WRITTEN ©N TrRIEIR
FOREFEADS,

THESE ARE THEY WHO OVERCAME (CONQUERED)
SATAN BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB AND WORD
OF HIS TESTIMONY. THESE ARE BELIEVERS WHO
REMAIN FAITHFUL TO THE END - ALL BELIEVERS
OF ALL TIME.

iE EYESTTAN DEWIFE S ESFAMBRE ES US) SURONEMTE:
ZIONNINSTHESH O1EYSCH RISTIANSCH UREH ) SWHERE
SATANSCANNOISHARMSIIE EM®
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WHILE ON EARTH, THEY BELONGED TO THE
CHURCH MILITANT. THEY TWHARTED SATAN’S
TEMPTATIONS AND REMAINED FAITHFUL TO
CHRIST. THEY WERE WILLING TO SUFFER ALL,
EVEN DEATH, RATHER THAN DENY THEIR
REDEEMER. THESE SAINTS BELONG TO THE
CHURCH TRIUMPHANT, JOINING JESUS IN THE
HEAVENLY MT ZION (HIS ETERNAL KINGDOM)

G-l-71 NOILV1dA3Y




THE MESSAGE IS CLEAR: THOUGH SATAN MANIFESTS
HIMSELF IN MANY AND VARIOUS WAYS IN THIS
WORLD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECEIVING GOD’S
CHILDREN SO THAT THEY FORSAKE THE FAITH,
THOSE WHO REMAIN FAITHFUL (THOSE WHO LIVE
LIVES OF DAILY REPENTANCE, TRUSTING IN CHRIST
AS SAVIOR) ARE ASSURED OF VICTORY AND LIFE IN
CHRIST’S ETERNAL KINGDOM.
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=y INER SONG BEFORE TRIE TRIRCGNE

»]

VineNiturgyfand hymnody which

E DIva
Vercannots poessiblyseventimasi
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therbeautyseffthistheayvenlyswornshipsralthoughrwersetia
glimpsesreverssordimyrintourEbDivinessenvice:
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=SINOIONENCOUSDAREARNNIEHATRSONG
EXCERINIE ENI4450005

The Divine liturgy/hymnody is
for believers - only believers
can learn, understand, and
appreciate it.

Question:
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Contrary to “popular belief, Divine Service is NOT
the time for evangelism. Divine Service is the time
when believers gather together in the Holy of Holies
where God’s presence dwells to confess their sins
and receive forgiveness, life, and salvation through
God’s means of grace, His Holy Word and Sacraments.



- WHOFHAVE NOT DERIEED TFHEMSBIEVES
WIITE WOMEN  PFOR THEY ARE VIRGIINS™

This refers to the purity

which exists in all

believers. The reference ¢
here is to sexual ?
immorality (cf. v. 8). ﬂ b

o ¥
Believers are clothed in L '
the robe of Christ’s ‘ i
holiness and - .
righteousness. They are
pure, seen by God as
“virgins.”
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<. L FOLLEOW TEIEEAMBE. = RIRSTRRUIFS . =
NOFEIE WASFEOUND, BORITHEY ARE BLAMEIEESS™

More language describing

the purity of all believers,

which is theirs through

faith in Christ. The €
point being made here is

that the 144,000 (all ‘
believers of all time,

including you and me) b |

are perfectly holy and j
righteous through faithin @«
Christ, for His perfect

holiness and righteousness
covers our imperfections

and sinfulness.

-
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<. L FOLLEOW TEIEEAMBE. = RIRSTRRUIFS . =
NOFEIE WASFEOUND, BORITHEY ARE BLAMEIEESS™

On the Great Last
Day, believers

will be seen for
who they truly

are and then will °
dwell in perfect
bliss forever!
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After seelng the blessed reality or the
salnts on the Last Day in Wi 159, St.
Jonhn 1s given a visien or three angzls
ane the harvest of the earth, The
fOCUS Nere Is on God’s judgment as it
IS proneuncaa aned celiverad upemn
unoelievers, With the exception ef VW
12 and 13, Winlch rfocuses on now the
Salnts become NUMmDEreel With Ehe
144 000, namely by encduring to the
@nael

X0
M
<
M
>
-
O
Z
S
o
w




Then I saw another angel flying
directly overhead with an eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who
dwell on earth. to every nation and

tribe and lang uage a }h,z’"[wop/l?.

REAELATION 14:6

Many Lutheran commentators throughout history have
interpreted this to be referring to Martin Luther and the
Reformation: “[Dr. Luther] brought back and preached
the eternal Gospel of the justification of a poor sinner
through the merits of Jesus Christ alone, by faith. In
the very midst of the kingdom of Antichrist he preached
this Gospel, and with such divine zeal and power that
many thousands of captives were filled with joy over
the deliverance here proclaimed” (Dr. Paul E.
Kretzmann, The Popular Commentary of the Bible).
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Then I saw another angel flying
directly overhead with an eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who
dwell on earth. to every nation and

tribe and language and people.

REVELATION 14:6

Certainly, one would not deny the fact that Luther
proclaimed the eternal Gospel in the midst of the Antichrist
and reclaimed the central article of the Christian faith, i.e.
we are justified by grace alone, through faith alone, in
Christ alone. Yet, the context suggests that this angel brings
forth the eternal Gospel throughout history (/o =/

nationrand trive dnalanguage dnd:people=):

The pelnt here is that the Gospel is proclaimed to
every generation and that theose wine e not
repent ane believe will be judged by God.
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This is the
first time
Babylon is
used in
Revelation;
we’ll see it
again later in
16:19, 17:5,
18:2, 10, 21.
Babylon is the
- symbolic
name for the evil enemies of the Holy Christian Church,
those who are influenced by the Dragon and the two
beasts to persecute the Church. First century
Christians would have applied this to the Roman
Empire and some of its emperors that (like Nero -
whom we have discussed) brought great persecution
upon the Church.

“Baﬁy[an (e g}‘Zé has fallen,
5 fL,
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Througheout Nistery, We Can Se& MEMY
“Babylons® rising to persecute the Churel,
gne @ven today there are “Baoyions” preseni
AMONG US, But, e pelnt here is Hdnat Baloylen
IS fallen, for the Lamb hes wen the victors
Baloylen mey seenm i@ e Winhing the day
threugheout histery, for the cdevil’s influcne is
tremendeous in this siniul werld ane the
mejjerity of tne peeple in the world fall prey e
nis temptations ane cdeceptions; e greaitest
off Winieh invelve sexxual immerality, but she is
fRllen neneiheless, The battle is ever; Christ
nes alresely won - tremencdous CoOmiert for
Christians of all tme whe underge persecution
©ff QMY SO,

X0
M
<
M
>
-
O
Z
S
o
w




- » 3 ""‘ g : |/ ~ e |/ P = | . 1P 1 1
A\ repeat Tor ernphasis of what we peard in Ch, 13,
[here are only two xinds of people — unbelievers (who

=

fave the mark of the veast) and bellevers (who pave the

Divine Name written upon thelr foreneads),

aphic, urging unbelievers to
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God'’s wraih® and suffer eternally in dell, The Lamb
and nolis holy angels will oversee this juderent,

ushiering in its Tullness on the Last Day,
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spmts of those Who dle w1thout faith in Christ
. g0 to H#:ades) and suffer torment: Their
Sul er'hg I'be even more se\'ere when they are .

re pmte ) th their bodies on tlteﬁ.ast Day to bé
then thr Ath the o) e uffer ,-

: : ' ‘\ ’ W '

The pomt: J udgment is coming! Repent!
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“Here is the paticpee of the saints”

Believars are @xhortea tolkeep dne fEiidn so Enat
they will Seyge the judament avwejiin
UinDEEVEIRSH ?rﬂ‘émq_sﬁ DieNeon's e [7 @<nortied
o FepEnt And IS ST NS one. Throvgh Him,
they keep he commeicmsnts of God aned remain
pEriect in God’s signtAMAER is alse in view here
Is conselation for beljdy3ss, for the Day is coming
winen Enelr t®....rs\a.nd enemies will be
Juekged, Goxl will [r@[,@ dEm for Winat they heave
done e [His ehildren, JuEilce will be serveaed., s a
queranteel Se, keep HpRkilth, veou, [His saintsd
The victory is Yours fn roﬂg the Blood of the
Lamnb, anel [Fle will t@kng@@n@@ upen &ll vour
ENEMIES!
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This is the second Beatitude of Revelation: Believers
who die are blessed because their spirits are brought
to the Paradise of heaven to join in the heavenly choir
around the throne where the Lamb sits (cf. Luke
16:19-31). They are released from all the troubles of
this earthly life and “may rest from their labors.”

“Their deeds follow them!” - All the good works done
by them are rewarded in heaven. Good works do not
get them to heaven, but they are rewarded there. The
greatest good work is to live a life of daily repentance, =
trust in Christ, and to partake of the gifts He serves. |
The greatest “deed” is to believe in Jesus. Works
naturally and spontaneously flow from that faith. They
will be put on display on the Last Day (cf. Matt. 25).
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TS 1s eanether vision ©if
the Last Day, Chapter
14} bagaim Wit & Vsien
©f e 144,000 (Churen
TFivmMPRARE) Wine Stamne
wWidn Carist on Ehe Lastt
DaySNeowWstherchapte!s
@NES Wit & Visien
shewilng the juegment
of unbelievers en e
LEaSE Dei
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Chirist will come en Ttne
clouds en the Last Day and
Ris hely angels wilth [Rinm.
The harvest lRnguage
symioelically inclcatas thak
they Will gather all
unbelievers together and
threow them “inte the great
winepress of the wrath of
Ged” (Ehe place of etarnal
HEEMEN)S
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SO @densive and terriiing is the judgment o
God upen Unbelievers on the Last Day thetk
“blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a
horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.” The number
1,000 is symbelic for the completeness of God’s
final juegment Upen Unselievers on the Last Dey
@ x 4l x 100 = 16003 - unbelievers will be
gatneread jrom the 4 ceorners of the @arth amnel
the 4 wihds of the earth (7:1) ; 100 being the
square e 10, Gee’s number jfor completenaess =
this juegment will be jfinal aned completa).
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The point: The judgment upon unbelievers on
the Last Day will be eternally severe and
inescapable...so severe that John could only
describe it as a...

bloodbathu
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