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Introduction
Chapter 11:1-14 continues the vision of 

Chapter 10, and John’s active participation 

continues. This text describes the visible 

church on earth and the measurement of 

that church, i.e., who is Christian and who 

is not.

In fact, Chapter 11 seems to portray a 

situation in which the saved, Bible-believing 

Christians are a minority the church. 



OUTLINE OF THE SECOND
EARTHLY VISION

A.  Commissioning of John

1.  Proclamation of the Prophetic 

Message

A.  Proclamation of the Message



V.1 -- – John is given a measuring rod 

or cane by which he is to 

We see the same language in Ezek 40-42 and 

Zech 2:1-5. In these two prophecies, Jerusalem was to be 

measured, symbolizing the promise that God would 

protect the city and that He also would be its glory. Thus, 

the instruction to John to use a measuring rod is in 

accord with the prophetic tradition. His measuring of 

the temple of God are God’s holy people. His holy 

dwelling, will be protected as they carry out the mission 

given to them – the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  By the way, the Greek word for measuring is: 

, from which we get the word meter.

Measuring the Temple



Measuring the Temple

V.2: --

In the rebuilt 

temple of Herod there were two courts. The inner court 

was divided into three sections: priest’s courtyard; 

Israelite’s courtyard; and the women’s courtyard. The 

outer court was for Gentiles. The inner and outer court 

was separated by a barrier, which was inscribed with a 

dire warning (cf. Eph 2:11-18).

John is told not to measure the outer court. It will NOT 

be protected by God, since the pagan nations will turn 

against it as a place of prayer and worship and attempt 

to destroy the temple of God (The Church). 



Measuring the Temple

V.1 -- The altar, actually the “incense altar” 

represents the prayers of God’s saints ascending 

to His holy presence (cf. 5:8; 6:9-11; 8:3, 4). The 

worship life of God’s people in prayer and praise 

is a part of their mission on earth, and it will also 

be protected and maintained.







Measuring the Temple

V.2: -- This 

is to say, the Church of Jesus Christ, the people of 

God, will be under severe attack. Though the 

Church will be protected by God so that she can 

carry out her mission, persecution will occur (cf. 

1 Peter 4).

The Holy City represents God dwelling with His 

people.  Today, and up to His Second Advent, 

Jesus dwells with His Holy Bride, the Church 

incarnationally among and in His saints.



Measuring the Temple

V.2: -- (1,260 days) (42 x 30 = 1,260). This is 

equal to 3 1/2 years. We’ll also hear 

in Revelation 12:14. Daniel speaks of similar events 

with the same language (Daniel 7:25, 12:7). But what is 

this period of time?

Millennialists will usually take the Revelation 1,260 days 

as literal and the Daniel 1,260 days as figurative -- each 

day representing a year, for a total of 1,260 years, which 

they call “the church age.”



Measuring the Temple

V.2: -- (1260 days) (42 x 30 = 1,260). This is 

equal to 3 1/2 years. We’ll also hear 

in Revelation 12:14. Daniel speaks of similar events 

with the same language (Daniel 7:25, 12:7). But what is 

this period of time?

Non-millennialists usually take the 1,260 days as referring to 

a limited set period of time in which the church would be an 

influence in the world. This seems to fit best both with the 

flow of action and the intent of Scripture. Otherwise, we get 

preoccupied with date setting, which isn’t God’s point. His 

point: 



The two witnesses 

V.3: -- -- So who are, or rather, what are 

the two witnesses? First of all, notice that they belong to 

God. He says, They represent the 

two-fold ministry of the Word, which we know as Law 

and Gospel. There’s no reason to speculate about specific 

people (though the model of Law and Gospel is found in 

Moses and Elijah), since this doesn’t fit the context. 

Remember, we are dealing with spiritual language from 

a God, Who is Spirit.

They are which represents that 

the ministry is to be conducted in a penitential attitude 

of humble and sacrificial service. 



The two witnesses

V.4: --

-- They stand 

before the Lord of the earth, the Creator, serving Him in 

making their witness of salvation by grace; they are also 

protected by the Lord of the universe. Olive trees and 

lampstands are symbols of beauty and peace. In addition, 

both olive oil and lampstands were used in worship. Thus 

the two witnesses are symbolized by the two lampstands 

because they represent the church in her royal, priestly, 

prophetic witness to the Gospel message of Christ. They 

are also symbolized by the two olive trees because God, 

through His anointed prophets and ministers, edifies and 

nourishes the church as she witnesses to the world. 



The two witnesses

V.6: --

– Withholding of rain 

and dew…Elijah (1 Kings 17:1) since, as Jesus said 

(Luke 4:24-25), the people did not heed his preaching 

and repent.

Turning the waters into blood…Moses, because Pharaoh 

refused to listen to God’s Word. The point is that God’s 

people are not helpless or powerless. Those who become 

our enemies on account of God’s Word, also become 

God’s enemies.



V.6: --

Where does this power come from?

Prayer…our “power line” to God.  Even as the 

wicked think that they can do as they please, unless they 

repent, vengeance will strike them.

Even so, the devil will try to convince believers of their 

powerlessness so that they will not use the great power 

God has given to them...prayer!  

The two witnesses



V.7: --

These two witnesses will finish 

their testimony and be killed. So, in accordance with 

God’s time, the Gospel message will cease and the full 

fury of Satan will be unleashed to deceive and destroy 

the witness of the church. 

The two witnesses killed



Vv.8-10: --

The 

death of the mission of the church will be like that of her 

Lord. The “body” or mission of the church will be 

unburied and on display for all to see. There will bring 

great depravity to the earth as the result of her death.

The two witnesses killed



Vv.8-10: -- – This must be 

understood spiritually and notice that the depravity of 

great evil is likened to the place of Christ’s death –

Golgotha. 

Therefore, when the inhabitants of any place reject the 

proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that place 

become like apostate Jerusalem…, like Sodom and 

Egypt. To reject the witness of the church is to come into 

a depraved and idolatrous state (like Sodom), resulting 

in spiritual slavery (Egypt) and eventually death 

(Jerusalem, 70 A.D.). 

The two witnesses killed



– Remember, symbolic language, with a 

spiritual undertone, which suggests the ongoing shame 

and ridicule that the unbelieving world heaps on the 

testimony of the church, especially in her demise, and 

particularly on her martyrs. 

The two witnesses killed



Their gloating will last for The 

number of days can be compared to the number of years 

of their prophetic ministry: 1,260 days/42 months. This 

again, is symbolic and, as we have suggested, this is the 

appointed time period by God in which His Gospel, the 

mission of the Church, is to be proclaimed. The 

unbelieving world has so much hatred for the 

proclamation of the Gospel that when it seems that they 

are finally rid of it (and the Church), they celebrate in an 

almost “anti-Christmas” way.

The two witnesses killed



Vv.11-12: --

– The joyful celebration of the Church’s 

demise is short-lived; after the three and a half days She 

come back to life! The resurrection of the Church, all 

true children of God, at the End is the final and great 

resurrection. 

The two witnesses made alive!



Vv.11-12: --

– Being made alive by the Spirit of God refers to 

the Church being raised up, after a time of persecution. 

Therefore, throughout the prophetic period from Christ’s 

Ascension to His Second Advent, the Church will be 

continually persecuted, killed, and the pagan world will 

celebrate, but God will breathe life into His Church so that 

she may continue her mission, which, again, brings terror to 

the wicked; and the cycle continues until His return!

The two witnesses made alive!



Verse 12 is a description of the Church at the End. Her 

prophetic work/message has been completed; their 

apparent end on earth was a humiliating death (like 

Christ); without a burial. But, in reality, she will be 

called to ascend into heaven to be in the presence of God 

forever. Thus the mission of the Church comes to the 

same conclusion as her Lord’s…

Death

and

The two witnesses made alive!



V.13: --

In 

Revelation, an earthquake is mentioned seven times. As 

we have discussed, an earthquake is symbolic for the 

judgment and majesty of God that strikes the wicked 

because of the way that they have treated His children. 

This shaking of the earth can be seen as geophysical, but 

can also be taken that the pagan political, economic and 

sociological systems are shaken to the ground. 

The great earthquake



For example, the political systems of Rome, Nazi 

Germany, and the Soviet Union (just to name a few) 

silenced, or attempted to silence the witness of the 

church, but their political, economic, and sociological 

systems where destroyed and the witness of the church 

was “resurrected” to again proclaim the Gospel!!!

1 Peter 1:25 - “…but the word of the Lord 
remains forever.”

The folly of resisting the Gospel



Verse 14 is a bridge between 9:13-21 and 

11:15-19, and thus introduces the scene of 

the seventh trumpet-angel…the Third Woe.

The Third Woe will also conclude the 

second vision or the Seven trumpet-angels, 

which began in chapter 9 and in which we 

will discuss next week! 

The two witnesses made alive!


