». .
S \_”t,'?‘ 2

{3

.

——C —
3 Wl e

| bt

= % Hebrews 12:18-29)




CONTEXT

‘ + We have heard of the
¥ pasﬁ witnesses (Heb. 11)
_ o and the importance of
== running and continuing to

== run the race of faith (Heb.
Hebrews i2 i8 29- | 12:1.- ﬂ?)

\M‘

+ Today, the teacher address his
congregation by the use of 4 narratives:
1. Explanation of the Heavenly City.
2. A warning in refusing to listen to God.
3. God’s purpose & effect in speaking.
4. Appeal to participate in Divine Service.



THEME

Today, we hear the story of the Lord’s
Theophany to the congregation of Israel at Mt.
Sinai to explain why the members of the
church should pursue God’s Holiness by
listening to the Voice of Jesus as He speaks
good things to you in Divine Service.

Let’s Briefly Review:

e The Thcophang of (Hod at Sinai

was very uniquc!

T It was the onlg time that all of lsrael
s % hcarcl the voice of (God (Dt. 4:12,
SR B 15,57, 56; 5+, 26).




T he Thcophang of (1od at Sinai was cxccptionah
|srael hears the voice of (God froma C| O(JD!
A (Cloud that concealed His presence on Mt. Sinai.

T he heart of this Thecphang iS...

(3od showed [Himself
—— bg épcaking to |sraellll



18For you have not come to the mountain that may be
touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness

and darkness and tempest, *and the sound of a trumpet
and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged
that the word should not be spoken to them anymore.

B I. Thc Faradox that access is
| ﬂ)ﬂ[]) of ZDD[I LS forbidden to a Placc that was in
fact Phgslca"g Prcscnt

+ Refers to the whole of the
Old T estament...access is
limited due to sin.

"Holy Place §

+ Also limited access bg lsracl
in worsl'np service at the car'tHy
5anctuary



18For you have not come to the mountain that may be
touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness

and darkness and tempest, *and the sound of a trumpet
and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged
that the word should not be spoken to them anymore.

2. Thc “burned with fire” is the
Frcscncc of Gocl...l"‘Ils Holy

Presence.

+ l"'lls fire burns up that which is
unho|3/ unclean.

+ [His fire also makes that which
15 common,.,l-uolgl

+ [His fire is dcath-dcaling &
life- giving; shows [is wrath &

conveys His blcssings.




18For you have not come to the mountain that may be

touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness

and darkness and tempest, *and the sound of a trumpet

and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged

that the word should not be spoken to them anymore.

354;5: “blackncss”; “clar‘cncss”;
“tcmpcst”

+ Thcsc three are at the center of
the Tl'ucophan .

+ (3od conccag Himself visua"y,
so that [He may reveal [{imself
verbally.

+ Safe contact with [is Pceplc on
earth

+ Safe contact with no risk of
desecration & destruction!




18For you have not come to the mountain that may be
touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness

and darkness and tempest, ¥?and the sound of a trumpet
and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged
that the word should not be spoken to them anymore.

B 6. « the sound of a trumpet...”
: + T he Shophar...uscd to

announce tlwc presence omc t|1c

King or (30od!

+ Thc sound was so strong and
loud that it shook the mountain.




22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 23to
the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect, 24to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant,
and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that

of Abel.

I, “.you have come...”! A very imPorl:ant statement!

+ |n the “perfect tense? which means that this Placc

has A]__RE_ADY been reached:!

+ |t is the lace where you are now!
P Y

+|n Mt. Zion, T he City of the Living (aod, you have

full access and Pcrmancnt residence...but not 3ct!!!
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e ssembly'%lfﬁe' -:i}‘stborn Sons;
/4. God the Judge; i~

-5.-The nghteous...brought th Perf;:-;on,
-6= Jesus the Mediator; ol B ——
-7 Thg Blood of Jesus (that speaks a‘better

~ word than Abel). G
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(with names of ancient locations)
Adapted from a photograph by
Garc Nalbandian
(Info@garo-jerusalem.com)
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Helights of Transierdan

PRisStove dDe o ea

Jerusalem from the West
(% 1 2—~¢8 « 1 ancient locations)
/3 ¢4 r 1 aphotograph by
Garoc Nalbandian
(Info@garo-jerusalem.com)
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During Divine Service, you come intoe
the presence of ihe Divine Judge!

This is actually a positivVes
not @ negative!

“UPON THIS YOUR CONFESSION, |, BY
VIRITUE OF MY OFFICE; AS A CALLED AND
ORDAINED SERVANT OF THE WORD,
ANNOUNCE THE GRACE OF GOD UNTO
ALL @? Y@Ug AND IN THE STA AN BY

IN THE NAM @F THE FATHERANI@F
THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.”
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[FQC:U’ quu Lord’s
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25See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.
For if they did not escape who refused Him
who spoke on earth, much more shall we not
escape if we turn away from Him who speaks
from heaven, **whose voice then shook the
earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet
once more | shake not only the earth, but also
heaven.”

As is the usual teaching methed of the
Preacher, he follows his explanation of access
and provision with an imperative instruetion:

+ In Divine Worship, you hear the Words
of your Lord Jesus Christ...words of
judgment and salvation...holy words with
His Blood!



25See that you do not refuse Him who speaks.
For if they did not escape who refused Him
who spoke on earth, much more shall we not
escape if we turn away from Him who speaks
from heaven, “°whose voice then shook the
earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet
once more | shake not only the earth, but also
heaven.”

+ You must not refuse to listen to the
voice of your Lord Jesus, as did the
Israelites!



27“Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the
removal of those things that are being
shaken, as of things that are made, that the
things which cannot be shaken may remain.”

The key: 8hake (colevn): Harkens back te
26a. So that which cannot be shaken is thai
whiech stands on a solid foundation! Se there
are actually 5 things that cannot be shalkens

1. Righteous People who trust Ged (Pss.15,
16, 17, 112);

2. The King whe trust In the Lere ([Ps 29))3

3. The Holy City of Zion (Ps 46);

4. The citizen of Zion (Ps 125);

S U@ Werlel ih Whilch Gecl relens as Wihe) ((FSS:
9BIRI.6))k



27“Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the
removal of those things that are being
shaken, as of things that are made, that the
things which cannot be shaken may remain.”

Thusly, all those things listed in vv. 22-24
cannot be shaken...and will remain forever!

The new heaven and earth will remain (Is. 66:22);
Jesus will remain a Priest forever (Heb. 7:3):

W Hisipeoplelhaverajbetteproperntyithatiwill
remainjforevel({o:32);

The city of God, Zion, will remain forever (13:14);
All these remain...since His Word will remain
forever (Is 40:8; 1 Pet 1:25).

qH IN=



23T herefore, since we are receiving a
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
have grace, by which we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly
fear. 2For our God is a consuming fire.

These last two verse are the completion of the
Preachers appeal to his congregation.

+ You have received a kingdoim that
cannot be shaken, ever!

+ You have received royal status in His
kingdom-.

+ Your receiviing Is an ongoling process

+ Therefore, you are called to rightly
worship in reverence and awe!



Your Lord is a
consuming fire
(v.29)...

+ .«8iNce He is a
passionate God...
passionate about
your life and
salvation...

+ ...50 He Is then
comimitted to you and
to all who are loyal to
Him.




+ Finally, He is a
God of wrath, who will
not permit His people to
desecrate His Holiness...

+ ««aid He Is also a
God full of grace, whese
heoliness make His people
holy!
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